
At Think Trees New Mexico, we do think about trees, and we do 
believe in the valu e, power and beauty of trees.
Be a part of the future – plant a tree today!

27th Annual
Urban Tree Care
Conference
February 7th & 8th, 2013
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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2013 Updating the Basics of Tree Care
There is an old saying: “The more things change, the more they stay the same”. At the 
2012 conference, we looked ahead at the effects of climate change and global warming on 
tree care – the change. This year we are focusing on the part that stays the same – updat-
ing the basics of tree care. What new information do we have about planting? How can 
we think about tree environments and irrigation needs in arid climates? What do we really 
know about alternative pesticides, or about how the chemicals we use affect our land-
scape plants? What factors influence pest and disease issues, and what treatment options 
do we have? How do we rig in and work in large trees safely?

About Think Trees
Think Trees New Mexico is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to promote educa-
tion, training, and appreciation of arboriculture and horticulture throughout New Mexico 
and across the Southwest. Think Trees New Mexico provides training to professionals in 
the Green Industry of New Mexico and surrounding regions, by hosting an annual arbori-
culture conference in Albuquerque, NM. We have hosted this conference since 1986 with 
an all-volunteer board of committed tree industry members and supporters.

Officers:
President
Bryan Suhr, University of New Mexico
505.277.1066

Vice President
Joran Viers, Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Past President
Katherine O’Brien, Santa Fe Greenhouses
505.428.7364

Treasurer
John Garlisch, Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Secretary
Cheryl Kent, Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Board of Directors:
Anne Beard, PNM, 505.241.3644

Jeff Hart

Catherine Hubbard, Albuquerque BioPark,
505.848.7181

Paul Bryan Jones, PBJ Trees, 575.741.0868

Andrew Lisignoli, Trees of Corrales, 
505.898.2327

Donald Lovato, Trees, Inc., 505.975.4085

James Sais, 505.299.4567

Dodie Bernal Suhr, Bryan D Suhr Tree Care 
Pros, 505.898.2130

Friends of Think Trees
George Duda, (505) 856-6055
Judy Nickell, (505) 256-0769

Current Board Of Directors & Officers
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In celebration of our 40th year in business, Heads Up is pledging 
to plant 40 trees in 40 weeks in our community during 2013.

Check our progress on Facebook. 898.9615 hulc.com
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07:00 – 08:00        Registration
08:00 – 08:15 	  Welcome and Opening Remarks
08:15 – 09:15 	  Dr. Gary Watson: The Practical Science
                              of Planting Trees
09:15 – 10:15 	  Tim Johnson: Tree Irrigation in the
                              Desert Southwest
10:15 0 10:30 	  Break
10:30 – 11:30 	  Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott: Myths and
                              Realities of Organic and Alternative
                              Pesticides
11:30 – 12:00 	  Gabe Ludwig: Equipment Calibration for 
                              Tree Workers
12:00 – 01:15 	  Lunch
01:15 – 02:15 	  Don Blair: Moonlighting at Monticello
02:15 – 03:15 	  Dr. Chris Martin: Urban Landscape
                              Microclimates and Sustainability
03:15 – 03:30 	  Break
03:30 – 04:00 	  Gabe Ludwig: Recognizing Herbicide
                             Damage in Trees
04:00 – 04:30 	 David Wall: Tree Worker Safety, Stay
                             Away – Stay Alive
4:30 - 4:45 	        Scholarship Activities
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08:00 – 09:00 	  Dr. James Chatfield: Landscape Tree
                              Disease Issues
09:00 – 10:00 	  Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott: Arboriculture
                              Myths: Products and Practices
10:00 – 10:15 	  Break
10:15 – 11:15 	  Dr. Chris Martin: Plant Response to
                              Environmental Stress
11:15 – 12:15 	  Don Blair: The Anthropology of the
                              Oakman and the Eucman
12:15 – 01:30 	  Lunch
01:30 – 02:30 	  Dr. Gary Watson: Urban Tree Root
                              System Management
02:30 – 03:30 	  Dr. James Chatfield: Wood Borers
03:30 – 03:45 	  Break
03:45 – 04:45 	  Tim Johnson: Writing Job Specifications
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Jim Chatfield is an Associate Professor and Extension Specialist with Ohio State University 
Extension, with statewide responsibilities for outreach to the professional green industry Nurseries, 
landscapers, etc., with consumer horticulture including Master Gardener Volunteer training, and 
community forestry. Professor Chatfield is tenured in the Department of Extension and is part of the 
Department of Horticulture and Crop Science and the Department of Plant Pathology in the College 
of Food Agriculture and Environmental Science. Mr. Chatfield is the Coordinator of the 35 member 
multidisciplinary OSU Extension Nursery Landscape and Turf Team that partners with the over $10 billion 
dollar green industry in Ohio and is a Co-Coordinator of the OSU Extension Why Trees Matter Signature 
Program that works with urban foresters, communities, schools, and researchers focusing on the 
environmental, economic and social benefits of trees. His teaching centers on plant problem diagnostics, 
plant selection and plant pathology and applied research focuses on disease resistance evaluationt of 
ornamental plants in Ohio and in plots around the country and street tree evaluations in Ohio.

Donald F. Blair joined his father’s company, The M. F. Blair Tree Experts 40 years ago in 1971 and 
four years later founded the Sierra Moreno Mercantile Company in 1975. Don has been active in arborist 
associations serving as president of the California Arborists Association, the Western Chapter and Mid-
Atlantic Chapters of ISA. He was also the General Chairman of the B2K ISA Annual Meeting in Baltimore 
in 2000 and most recently completed two terms as the MAC-ISA representative to the ISA Board. Honored 
with many awards from the associations he has served he is most proud of the ISA Authors Citation and 
being the inaugural recipient of the ISA Excellence in Practical Arboriculture award. As well as being a 
certified arborist, he helped create the first certification program in the Western Chapter 30 years ago. 
Blair helped found the Tree Trimmers Jamboree in St. Louis in 1976 and was instrumental in the growth 
and survival of the competition in the first 10 years of its early childhood. A skilled writer, photographer 
and speaker, Blair has written many articles for TCI Magazine, chapter journals and the early years of 
the original Arbor Age magazine. In addition to being a skilled arborist, Don was a pioneer in innovating 
tree equipment and the skills to best use them for such tasks as climbing, rigging and removal, aerial 
rescue and tree evaluation. He was the first arborist to lecture and demonstrate these skills in 38 states, 4 
Canadian Provinces, Australia, Germany and the UK, paving the way for the growth of the new industry of 
arborist skills training. A native of the land of the redwoods, oaks and eucalyptus, Don currently resides at 
his country place in Hagerstown, Maryland with the love of his life Laurie and their dog Duncan.

Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott has a Ph.D. in Horticulture from Oregon State University and is an 
ISA certified arborist. She is WSU’s Extension Urban Horticulturist and an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Horticulture. She is the author of three books: the horticultural myth-busting The Informed 
Gardener and The Informed Gardener Blooms Again, and Sustainable Landscapes and Gardens: good 
science – practical application, a comprehensive approach to the science behind urban horticulture and 
arboriculture. She and three other academic colleagues host “The Garden Professors” blog, through 
which they educate and entertain an international audience.

David Wall is a native of New Mexico with family roots in Hobbs, Carlsbad, and Alamogordo.  After 
his graduation from Steven F. Austin State University, in Nacogdoches, Texas, with a BS in Forestry, 
David went to work for Houston Lighting and Power Company. After sixteen years as a utility forester 
for HL&P, he moved to Portland, Oregon, for six years as system forester for Pacific Power.  For the 
past thirteen years, David has worked for Xcel Energy as the Vegetation Management Supervisor out of 
Amarillo, Texas.  His service territory covers parts of west Texas, eastern New Mexico, Oklahoma, and 
Kansas.  David oversees transmission and distribution line clearance operations, along with substation 
weed abatement, and landscaping.  David is an ISA certified arborist, ISA utility specialist, and has served 
on the ISA Texas chapter board of directors.  He has also served as president of the Texas Vegetation 
Management Association.  David and his wife, Sandy, have three children and three grandchildren.
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Tim A. Johnson is a second-generation registered consulting arborist. His career in Arboriculture 
started in 1961 with his father’s tree care firm. Tim has a Bachelor of Science degree in Ornamental 
Horticulture from California Polytechnic State University - San Luis Obispo, California and is Registered 
Consulting Arborist #360. His dad was RCA #106. Experienced in all aspects of Tree Health Management 
throughout the United States and overseas, he eventually founded Artistic Arborist, Inc., in Phoenix in 
1978. The firm provides consulting, training, research, and tree health management services. Artistic 
Arborist also has a retail outlet for tree care tools and equipment. Tim has volunteered on many local and 
national trade and professional organizations and is Past-Chairman of the Board of the Tree Care Industry 
Association (formerly National Arborist Assoc.) and Past-President of the American Society of Consulting 
Arborists. He spent 20 years (1991-2011) as Chairman of ASC A300 (Accredited Standards Committee), 
which is developing/revising ANSI A300 Tree Management Standards. He has been a featured speaker 
and provided training in numerous regional, national, and international seminars and workshops. In 
February 2009, Tree Care Industry Association honored Tim with the profession’s most prestigious 
recognition, the Award of Merit.

Gabe Ludwing grew up in central New Mexico. In 1995 moved to Las Cruces and attended NMSU 
where he received a BS in Agricultural Economics with minors in Horticulture and Marketing and a MS 
in Agricultural Biology studying plant diseases. He diagnosed plant diseases and disorders for the New 
Mexico Cooperative Extension Service at State for seven years. In 2007 he accepted a position with 
Helena Chemical as the Northern New Mexico Sales Rep. He now lives in the East Mountains where he 
enjoys the quieter cooler side of the mountains with his wife and kids.

Dr. Chris Martin is a Professor of Urban Horticulture at Arizona State University. Dr. Martin 
conducts research and teaches courses in landscape horticulture. Dr. Martin has joint appointments in the 
Department of Applied Sciences and Mathematics and the School of Sustainability. The main focus of Dr. 
Martin’s research interests are investigations into the effects of urban landscape design and management 
on landscape sustainability and urban microclimates, the functionality of urban ecosystem services, and 
plant response to environmental stress. Dr. Martin has authored numerous science articles and is a co-
principle investigator for the Central Arizona Phoenix Long-Term Ecological Research Project funded by 
the National Science Foundation.

Dr. Gary Watson joined the Morton Arboretum in 1986 and is currently a Senior Research 
Scientist and Head of Research. His primary research interest is in understanding how to maintain a 
healthy balance between the crown and the root system of trees on difficult landscape sites. Gary has 
received the Award for Arboricultural Research and Richard W. Harris Author’s Citation Award from the 
International Society of Arboriculture. He is a Past President of International Society of Arboriculture, the 
Arboricultural Research and Education Academy and the Illinois Arborist Association. Gary is also Editor-
in-Chief or Arboriculture and Urban Forestry, organizer of The Landscape Below Ground Conferences and 
Editor of the Conference Proceedings.
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     -  Melissa Barker

Albuquerque Bio-Park
    -  Catherine Hubbard

Learning Tree Project
    - Jean Szymanski’s Team

University of New Mexico
    - Bryan Suhr

New Mexico Chapter of CNGA
    - Andrew Lisignoli

ISA-RMC
    - Rick Bean, Scott Grimes

New Mexico State Forest & New 
Mexico Urban Forest Council
    - Kelly Washburn & Paul Bryan 
Jones

NMSU Extension Office & Master 
Gardeners
    - Cheryl Kent

Southwest Turfgrass Association
    - Cheryl Kent
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Alameda Greenhouse
www.alamedagreenhouse.com
9515-B 4th Street NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.898.3562

Great Outdoors
www.greatoutdoorsabq.com
10408 Second Street NW
Albuquerque
New Mexico 87114
505.890.5311

Osuna Nursery
www.osunanursery.com
501 Osuna Rd NE
Albuquerque NM 87113
505.345.6644

Jericho Nursery
www.jerichonursery.com
101 Alameda Blvd NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.899.7555
6921 Pan American Fwy NE
Albuquerque, NM  87109
505.899.7555

Rehm’s Nursery & Garden Center
5801 Lomas Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
505.266.5978
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Cashmere Rouge Spa
6501 Wyoming Blvd NE
Building F, Suite 340
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.715.0809

Jackalope
www.jackalope.com
2820 Cerrillos Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87507
505.471.8539
6400 San Mateo Blvd, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.349.0955

66 Diner
www.66diner.com
1405 Central Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
505.247.1421

Shark Reef Cafe
2601 Central Ave NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87104‎
505.848.7182

Botanic Garden Gifts
2601 Central NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
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es•  New Mexico State Forestry Office: (505) 476-3332 - www.nmforestry.com
   Kelly Washburn, Urban & Community Forestry Program Manager, kelly.washburn@
   state.nm.us.  Grants information and technical assistance for NM communities.
•  International Society of Arboriculture, ‘Trees are Good’ consumer tips webpage - http://
   www.treesaregood.org/treecare/treecareinfo.aspx  This site has information on pruning, 
   hiring an arborist and more.
•  ISA list of Certified Arborists - http://www.isa-arbor.com/faca/findArborist.aspx
•  Rocky Mountain Chapter International Society of Arboriculture - http://www.isarmc.org
•  Alliance for Community Trees (ACTrees) - http://actrees.org
•  Urban Forest Management Plan ToolKit - http://ufmptoolkit.com/index.htm
•  USDA Forest Service Publications:
   •  Tree Pruning:  http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/howtos/ht_prune/prun001.htm
   •  How to Recognize Hazardous Defects in Trees: http://na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/howtos/
      ht_haz/ht_haz.pdf
   •  Urban Tree Risk Management: http://na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/uf/utrmm/urban_tree_
      risk_mgmnt.pdf
•  Dr. Ed Gilman, University of Florida, Florida Cooperative Extension Service - 
   http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/pruning.shtml
•  Cue cards:  designed for field use - http://www.urbantree.org/cuecards.shtml
•  Benefits of Trees (Socio-economic) Dr. Kathleen Wolfe -  http://www.naturewithin.info/
   index.html
•  Pacific Southwest Research Station - http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/programs/uesd/uep/
•  Interior West Community Tree Guide (Albuquerque full guide as a PDF file) -
   http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/programs/uesd/uep/products/2/psw_cufr720_IntWestTG.pdf
•  Trees Pay Us Back (Interior West/Albuquerque Guide summary) -  http://www.fs.fed.us/
   psw/programs/uesd/uep/
•  Tree Owners Manual (national edition) - http://na.fs.fed.us/pubs/detail.cfm?id=5229
•  The Morton Arboretum - http://www.mortonarb.org/
•  Various Master Gardener Programs: http://aces.nmsu.edu/ces/mastergardeners/
   programs.html
•  Various Tree Stewards: http://www.ci.rio-rancho.nm.us/index.aspx?NID=1739 (Rio
   Rancho)
•  Think Trees NM: http://www.thinktreesnm.org/ follow all the latest conference
   information on our webpage. Attend an organizational meeting of our board, and start
   planning for the 28th conference February 2014.
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NMSU & Bernalillo County Cooperative Extension Service
The Cooperative Extension Service, also known as the Extension Service of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, is a nationwide, non-formal educational outreach program
implemented in the United States in 1914. Each U.S. state and territory has a state 
office at its land grant university, and a network of local or regional offices. These 
offices are staffed by one or more experts who provide useful, practical and research-
based information to agricultural producers, small business owners, youth, gardeners, 
consumers and others in rural, suburban and urban communities.

The program is designed to help people use research-based knowledge to improve their 
lives. In most states the educational offerings are in the areas of agriculture, animals, 
horticulture, food, family, environment, community & economic development and youth. 
The National Institute of Food and Agriculture of the USDA administers funding for Smith 
Lever Act services in cooperation with state and county governments and land grant 
universities.

New Mexico State University is our land grant university. There is a Cooperative 
Extension Service office in all New Mexico counties.

The University of New Mexico
The Physical Plant Department is responsible for the care and upkeep of the physical
campus environment. The Arboriculture staff is responsible for maintaining the campus
and we now only have (4) ISA Certified Arborists and (1) ISA Board Certified Master 
Arborist. The PPD arboriculture program continues to be a strong leader in the plant 
health care industry by participating in the New Mexico Think Trees conference and 
International Society of Arboriculture arborist certification.

Thank Y ou !


