
Think Trees New Mexico is dedicated to the idea that our urban forests 
are incredible resources for our communities, and the trees that make up 

these forests deserve the best care we can provide them.  
Come learn with us as we explore the many sides of urban tree care.!

28th Annual
Urban Tree Care
Conference
January 30th & 31st, 2014
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Welcome to the 28th Running of Think Trees New Mexico!
Why do we need an urban tree care conference, you might ask?  If you are in the tree 
care business in any way, you probably know the answers, and there are many of them.  
Urban trees, especially in this part of the country, are expected to grow and thrive in 
some pretty hostile conditions.  It’s up to us to know what we can do to help them.  Are 
there new varieties that are better adapted?  Are there social aspects to tree care that 
can inform our work in meaningful ways?  What regulations affect how we deal with tree 
health and pest issues?  How can we safely work in this very dangerous industry, where 
mistakes often have severe consequences?  This year’s conference will touch on these 
issues, and more – something for each and every one us of to learn and take back to our 
workplaces.

About Think Trees
Think Trees New Mexico is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to promote educa-
tion, training, and appreciation of arboriculture and horticulture throughout New Mexico 
and across the Southwest. Think Trees New Mexico provides training to professionals in 
the Green Industry of New Mexico and surrounding regions, by hosting an annual arbori-
culture conference in Albuquerque, NM. We have hosted this conference since 1986 with 
an all-volunteer board of committed tree industry members and supporters.

Officers:
President
Joran Viers, NMSU Coop  Extension Svc
505.243.1386

Vice President
Jeff Hart, Hart Consultants
505.220.1567

Past President
Bryan Suhr, University of New Mexico
505.277.1066

Treasurer
John Garlisch, Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Secretary
Cheryl Kent, Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Board of Directors:
Anne Beard, PNM, 505.241.3644

George Duda, 505.856.6055

Dennis Duran, Bernalillo County Parks and 
Recreation, 505.314.0413

Clay Garner, Desert Gardens Outdoor Services 
Inc., 505.877.7655

Catherine Hubbard, Albuquerque BioPark,
505.848.7181

Andrew Lisignoli, Trees of Corrales, 
505.898.2327

Donald Lovato, Trees, Inc., 505.975.4085

Judy Nickell, 505.256.0769

James Sais, 505.299.4567

Dodie Bernal Suhr, Bryan D Suhr Tree Care 
Pros, 505.898.2130

Current Board Of Directors & Officers
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07:00 – 08:00        Registration
08:00 – 08:30 	  Welcome and Opening Remarks -
				     Joran Viers
08:30 – 10:15 	  Kathleen Wolf - Be Green Be Well
10:15 0 10:30 	  Break
10:30 – 12:00 	  Dr. Michael Kuhns - Trees and The
				     Drought
12:00 – 01:15 	  Lunch
01:15 – 02:15 	  Keith Warren- Elm’s, Pest Resistant,
				     Elm’s Have Come a Long Way
02:15 – 03:15 	  Brad Lewis- Plant Regulations
03:15 – 03:30 	  Break
03:30 – 04:30 	  Natalie Goldberg- Plant and Plant
				     Diseases ... The Doctor Is In
4:30 - 4:45 	         Scholarship Activities
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08:00 – 09:15 	  Kathleen Wolf- Urban Greening and
				     Liveable Community
09:15 – 10:15 	  Eric Bernard- Today’s Design Issue
10:15 – 10:30 	  Break
10:30 – 12:00 	  Dr. Michael Kuhns- State of the Urban
				     Forest in the West
12:00 – 01:15 	  Lunch
01:15 – 03:15 	  Brian Kane- Tree Worker Safety and
				     Rigging Techniques
02:30		   	  ISA certification exam – prior
				     registration required
03:15 – 03:30 	  Break
03:30 – 04:30 	  Dr. Richard Lee- Weeds of the West
04:30 – 04:45	  Scholarship Activities 
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Dr. Michael Kuhns Professor of Interin Head Department of Wildland Resources college of 
Natural Resources. He attended University of Nebraska for two years in preforestry and finished a B.S. in 
Forest Management from the University of Missouri in Columbia. He worked for the Rio Grande National 
Forest, then returned to Missouri for an M.S. in Forest Ecology. He worked again for the forest service and 
then attended Auburn University and received a PhD in Tree Physiology in 1986. For the past 27 years 
he has been an Extension Forestry Specialist, first at University of Nebraska, then at USU since 1992. 
He was acting Forest Resources Department Head in 1998-99 and now is interim Department Head of 
Wildland Resources at USU.

Keith Warren is Director of Product Development for J. Frank Schmidt and Son Company, where 
he has been involved in all phases of nursery production and innovation for nearly 40 years. His primary 
responsibility is developing Schmidt’s product line, especially the breeding, selection, and introduction 
of disease resistant elms into the American Market by working with elm breeders, testing their work and 
making Schmidt the first large scale nursery to produce and promote elms since Elm Dutch Disease 
decimated America’s streets.

Eric A. Bernard is Associate Pfofessor and Director of Landscape Architecture at the University of 
New Mexico School of Architecture & Planning. Eric is a native of Raton New Mexico as well as certified 
member of PLA, and ASLA professional association.

Dr. Kathleen Wolf is a Research Social Scientist with the college of Environment, University of 
Washington. She has been a key collaborator with the US Forest Service Pacific NW Research Station 
in the development of a program on Urban Natural Resources Stewardship. Since receiving her PhD 
from University of Michigan Dr. Wolf has done research to better understand the human dimensions of 
Urban Forestry and Urban Ecosystems. She has also worked professionally as a landscape architect and 
as an environmental planner. Kathy’s studies are based on the principles of environmental psychology; 
her professional mission is to discover, understand and communicate human behavior and benefits, as 
people experience nature in cities and towns.
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Dr. Brian Kane is an ISA Certified Arborist and Tree Climber Specialist who worked for commercial 
tree care companies for 10 years before becoming a professor. His areas of expertise include tree 
biomechanics and tree worker safety and has published many articles in scholarly journals and trade 
publications on these topics. He sits on the ISA’s Board of Directors after previously serving as chair 
of the ISA’s Science and Research Committee. Brian has competed in 4 New England Tree Climbing 
Championships, placing fourth in 2006.

Brad Lewis maintains a split appointment between New Mexico Department of Agriculture and the 
College of Agriculture, Consumer and Environmental Sciences at New Mexico State University. As an 
Assistant Division Director for New Mexico Department of Agriculture he is responsible for entomology, 
plant pathology, apiary, and nursery pest prevention and regulatory programs. As an Assistant College 
Professor with the Department of Entomology, Plant Pathology, and Weed Science at New Mexico State 
University he maintains teaching and responsibilities in the field of economic entomology with emphasis 
on arthropod management in high value crops.

Richard D. Lee is the Integrated Pest Management Specialist for the Bureau of Land Management, 
a position he has held for the past 11 years. In conjuction with the organization and operation of the 
BLM’s IPM Pesticide Applicator Certification program, he is responsible for updating the Bureau’s list 
of approved herbicide formulation and adjuvants, keeping track of the amount of pesticide applied by 
the BLM administers. He has worked on the National Programmatic Vegetation Management EIS, 
reviewed the Oregon EIS, and is presently involved in the preparation of risk assessments for the three 
new herbicide active ingredients to be added to the Bureau list, and the National Invasive Species 
Information Management System. He was the Extension Weed Specialist for New Mexico State University 
Cooperative Extension for 18 years. Dr. Lee received his B.S. and M.S. from Utah State University 
majoring in Plant Science with emphasis on Weed Science and PhD. In Weed Science from Ohio State 
University.

Dr. Natalie Goldberg is a professor and the Extension Plant Pathologist at NMSU. She also 
serves as the Department Head for the Extension Plant Sciences Department. She started her career 
at NMSU in 1993 after serving as a post-doctural research associate at Oregon State University and the 
University of Arizona. She received her B.S. in Ornamental Horticulture from Cal Poly Pomona in 1983 
and her M.S. and PhD in Plant Pathology from University of Arizona in 1987 and 1990. Dr. Goldberg’s 
primary responsibilities include statewide educational programming in areas related to Plant Health 
Management and crop biosecurity, and operating the Plant Diagnostic Clinic.
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New Mexico OSHA
     -  Melissa Barker & Staff

Albuquerque Bio-Park
    -  Catherine Hubbard

Learning Tree Project
    - Jean Szymanski’s Team

University of New Mexico
    - Bryan Suhr

New Mexico Chapter of CNGA
    - Andrew Lisignoli

ISA-RMC
    - Rick Bean, Scott Grimes

New Mexico Department of 
Agriculture
    - Steve Baca & Staff

New Mexico State Forest & New 
Mexico Urban Forest Council
    - Dan Ware & Paul Bryan Jones

NMSU Extension Office & Master
Gardeners
    - Cheryl Kent

Southwest Turfgrass Association
    - Cheryl Kent

Xeriscape Council
    - Hunter Ten Broeck
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Cashmere Rouge Spa
6501 Wyoming Blvd NE
Building F, Suite 340
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.715.0809

Jackalope
www.jackalope.com
2820 Cerrillos Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87507
505.471.8539
6400 San Mateo Blvd, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.349.0955

Botanic Garden Gifts
2601 Central NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
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Alameda Greenhouse
9515-B 4th Street NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.898.3562

Great Outdoors
www.greatoutdoorsabq.com
10408 Second Street NW
Albuquerque
New Mexico 87114
505.890.5311

Jericho Nursery
www.jerichonursery.com
101 Alameda Blvd NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.899.7555
6921 Pan American Fwy NE
Albuquerque, NM  87109
505.899.7555

Rehm’s Nursery & Garden Center
5801 Lomas Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
505.266.5978

Shark Reef Cafe
2601 Central Ave NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87104‎
505.848.7182

Plants of the Southwest
6680 4th St NW,
Albuquerque NM 87107
3095 Agua Fria Rd
Santa Fe NM 87507
1.800.788.7333
www.plantsofthesouthwest.com
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Our Sponsors:
•	 ArborJet
•	 Ewing
•	 Greenhouse & Garden 
    Supply Inc.
•	 Heads Up
•	 Osuna Nursery
•	 Plant World, Inc.
•	 PNM
•	 Sierra Irrigation
•	 Trees, Inc.
•	 Trees of Corrales, LTD.
•	 Vermeer

Our Donors:
•	 Alameda Greenhouse
•	 Cashmere Rouge Spa
•	 ¡Explora!
•	 Great Outdoors Nursery
•	 Jackalope
•	 Jericho Nursery
•	 NM Biopark Society
•	 Plant World, Inc.
•	 Plants of the Southwest
•	 Rehm’s Nursery
•	 Shark Reef Cafe
•	 Stihl
•	 The Garden Shop

Our Partners:
•	 ABQ Biopark
•	 PNM
•	 UNM
•	 UNMSU
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es•  New Mexico State Forestry Office: (505) 476-3332 - www.nmforestry.com
•  International Society of Arboriculture, ‘Trees are Good’ consumer tips webpage - http://
   www.treesaregood.org/treecare/treecareinfo.aspx  This site has information on pruning, 
   hiring an arborist and more.
•  ISA list of Certified Arborists - http://www.isa-arbor.com/faca/findArborist.aspx
•  Rocky Mountain Chapter International Society of Arboriculture - http://www.isarmc.org
•  Alliance for Community Trees (ACTrees) - http://actrees.org
•  Urban Forest Management Plan ToolKit - http://ufmptoolkit.com/index.htm
•  USDA Forest Service Publications:
   •  Tree Pruning:  http://www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/howtos/ht_prune/prun001.htm
   •  How to Recognize Hazardous Defects in Trees: http://na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/howtos/
      ht_haz/ht_haz.pdf
   •  Urban Tree Risk Management: http://na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/uf/utrmm/urban_tree_
      risk_mgmnt.pdf
•  Dr. Ed Gilman, University of Florida, Florida Cooperative Extension Service - 
   http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/pruning.shtml
•  Cue cards:  designed for field use - http://www.urbantree.org/cuecards.shtml
•  Benefits of Trees (Socio-economic) Dr. Kathleen Wolf -  http://www.naturewithin.info/
   index.html
•  Pacific Southwest Research Station - http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/programs/uesd/uep/
•  Interior West Community Tree Guide (Albuquerque full guide as a PDF file) -
   http://www.fs.fed.us/psw/programs/uesd/uep/products/2/psw_cufr720_IntWestTG.pdf
•  Trees Pay Us Back (Interior West/Albuquerque Guide summary) -  http://www.fs.fed.us/
   psw/programs/uesd/uep/
•  Tree Owners Manual (national edition) - http://na.fs.fed.us/pubs/detail.cfm?id=5229
•  The Morton Arboretum - http://www.mortonarb.org/
•  Various Master Gardener Programs: http://aces.nmsu.edu/ces/mastergardeners/
   programs.html
•  Various Tree Stewards: http://www.ci.rio-rancho.nm.us/index.aspx?NID=1739 (Rio
   Rancho)
•  Think Trees NM: http://www.thinktreesnm.org/ follow all the latest conference
   information on our webpage. Attend an organizational meeting of our board, and start
   planning for the 29th conference February 2015.
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NMSU & Bernalillo County Cooperative Extension Service
The Cooperative Extension Service, also known as the Extension Service of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, is a nationwide, non-formal educational outreach program
implemented in the United States in 1914. Each U.S. state and territory has a state 
office at its land grant university, and a network of local or regional offices. These 
offices are staffed by one or more experts who provide useful, practical and research-
based information to agricultural producers, small business owners, youth, gardeners, 
consumers and others in rural, suburban and urban communities.

The program is designed to help people use research-based knowledge to improve their 
lives. In most states the educational offerings are in the areas of agriculture, animals, 
horticulture, food, family, environment, community & economic development and youth. 
The National Institute of Food and Agriculture of the USDA administers funding for Smith 
Lever Act services in cooperation with state and county governments and land grant 
universities.

New Mexico State University is our land grant university. There is a Cooperative 
Extension Service office in all New Mexico counties.

The University of New Mexico
The Physical Plant Department is responsible for the care and upkeep of the physical
campus environment. The Arboriculture staff is responsible for maintaining the campus
and we now only have (4) ISA Certified Arborists and (1) ISA Board Certified Master 
Arborist. The PPD arboriculture program continues to be a strong leader in the plant 
health care industry by participating in the New Mexico Think Trees conference and 
International Society of Arboriculture arborist certification.

Thank Y ou !


