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Soil Basics

What is soil?

Soil is the outer, loose earth material that is 
distinctly different from underlying bedrock.

It is the subsurface regions  that supports life.

Soil is made up of many things, such as weathered 
rock and decayed plant and animal matter.



Soil Basics

What is soil?

Soil is formed over a long period of time.

Soil is formed from the weathering of rocks and 
minerals.

Weathering is the process of breaking down of 
rocks.

There are three types of weathering processes:
Physical
Chemical
Biological



Soil Basics

Healthy landscape soils perform five key 
functions

Substrate for anchorage and growth of vegetation

Regulator for water supplies

Recycler of raw materials and chemicals

Habitat for organisms

Landscaping and engineering medium



Soil Basics

Healthy landscape soils have five components

Minerals

Organic matter

Water

Air

Organisms


