
Think Trees New Mexico is dedicated to the idea that our urban forests 
are incredible resources for our communities, and the trees that make up 

these forests deserve the best care we can provide them.  
Come learn with us as we explore the many sides of urban tree care.!

29th Annual
Urban Tree Care
Conference
February 5th & 6th, 2015
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Welcome to the 29th Running of Think Trees New Mexico!
This year our speakers will cover a range of topics, from pruning to soils to landscape de-
sign and water harvesting.  We continue the work of presenting this great urban tree care 
conference because of you and your desire to learn new ideas and to develop your profes-
sionalism in our industry. The work we do is critical to keeping our urban forests healthy, 
whether we design landscapes or work up in the branches, and all points in between. Feel 
proud of the work you do and strive to be the best you can be. We support you as you 
challenge yourself to learn something new; exchanging ideas with sponsors and competi-
tors alike. We believe you have given yourself a great chance to do just that!

Thank you for including the Think Trees conference in your efforts.

About Think Trees
Think Trees New Mexico is a 501(c)3 non-profi t organization dedicated to promoting edu-
cation, training, and appreciation of arboriculture and horticulture throughout New Mexico 
and across the Southwest. Think Trees New Mexico provides training to professionals in 
the Green Industry of New Mexico and surrounding regions, by hosting an annual arbori-
culture conference in Albuquerque, NM. We have hosted this conference since 1986 with 
an all-volunteer board of committed tree industry members and supporters.

Offi cers:
President
Joran Viers, City of Abq Parks & Rec Dept.
505.857.8627

Vice President
Bryan D. Suhr, University of New Mexico
505.277.1066

Treasurer
John Garlisch, Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Secretary
Graeme Davis, Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Board of Directors:
Anne Beard, PNM, 505.241.3644

Jennifer Dann, EMNRD, Forestry Division, 
505.476.3332

George Duda, 505.856.6055

Dennis Duran, Bernalillo County Parks and 
Recreation, 505.314.0413

Clay Garner, Desert Gardens Outdoor Services 
Inc., 505.877.7655

Andrew Lisignoli, Trees of Corrales, 
505.898.2327

Christopher Melo, Ewing Irrigation, 505.821.4441

Judy Nickell, 505.256.0769

James Sais, 505.299.4567

Dodie Bernal Suhr, Bryan D Suhr Tree Care 
Pros, 505.898.2130

Current Board Of Directors & Offi cers
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07:00 – 08:00       Registration
08:00 – 08:30   Welcome and Opening Remarks - Joran Viers
08:30 – 09:30   John Ball - Are We Pruning for the Tree or to the Tree?
09:30 – 10:30   Chris Martin - What are/is Healthy Landscape Soil(s)

10:30 – 10:45   Break

10:45 – 12:00   Tim Buchanan - The Fort Collins Forestry Program -
                             Pests, Problems, Solutions

12:00 – 01:00   Lunch

Breakout 1 Breakout 2
01:00 – 02:00 Bryan Suhr & Joran Viers  

- Structural Pruning of 
Young Trees

Greg Miller - High Effi ciency 
Irrigation and the Landscape

02:00 – 03:00 Wes Brittenham - 
Appropriate Pruning of 
Native Plants

Judith Philips - Plants that 
Thrive in the Southwest

03:00 – 03:15   Break

Breakout 1 Breakout 2
03:15 – 04:15 Jim Sais - Fruit Tree & 

Vine Pruning
Eric Bernard - What’s new in 
Landscape Design

04:15 – 04:30  Questions & Survey

Conference Schedule is subject to change without notice.
- Door prize items drawn throughout both days.
- Please visit the vendor and non-profi t displays found outside the conference hall.
- To qualify for NMDA CEU, you must complete paperwork on both days.
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08:15 – 08:30   Welcome & Update
08:30 – 09:30   John Ball - Aerial Lifts and Arboriculture, What You Need
                             to Know!
09:30 – 10:30   Whitney Cranshaw - Lessons Learned from Emerald Ash
                             Borer

10:30 – 10:45   Break

10:45 – 12:00   George Radnovich - Capturing Water in Sustainable
                             Landscape Design (Hahn Arroyo Project)

12:00 – 01:00   Lunch

01:00 – 02:00   Natalie Goldberg - Preparing Your Field Samples

02:00     ISA certifi cation exam – prior registration required

02:00 – 03:00   Chris Martin - Sustainable Management of Landscape
                             Soils

03:00 – 03:15   Break

03:15 – 04:15   Whitney Cranshaw - Change is the Norm with Woody
                             Plant Insects in the West
04:15 – 04:45  Wrap up & Scholarship Activities 
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Bryan Suhr is a second generation practicing arborist, an Albuquerque native, and a founding 
member of Think Trees NM. I have several national certifi cations including International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA) Board Certifi ed Master Arborist, Utility Specialist, Municipal Specialist, and Tree Care 
Industry Association CTSP (Certifi ed Tree Care Safety Professional). I am passionate about trees and 
their care. I love trees and talking to others about the planting, maintenance, and the value that trees 
contribute to our world. My lifetime professional goal is to learn more, and be better able to care for trees, 
and through my association with Think Trees and related professional associations I’ve been able to 
meet, and learn from, many of the great people involved in the care of trees. Dodie has supported my 
interests and facilitated my life-long love of trees. For the past 17 years I’ve been caring for the trees on 
the University of New Mexico campus, learning about trees and loving almost every day of it.

Dr. John Ball  is currently a Professor of Forestry at South Dakota State University in Brookings, 
South Dakota with a split appointment in teaching (arboriculture, forest ecology, and landscape 
maintenance and nursery management), forestry extension where he interacts with commercial tree care 
companies, urban forestry departments and golf courses superintendents among other stakeholder. John 
also serves as the campus arborist for the University and as the Forest Health Specialist for the South 
Dakota Department of Agriculture.

Eric A. Bernard  is Associate Professor and Director of Landscape Architecture at the University of 
New Mexico School of Architecture & Planning. Eric is a native of Raton New Mexico as well as certifi ed 
member of PLA, and ASLA professional association.

Greg Miller, ASLA is a principal landscape architect with the Albuquerque fi rm Morrow Reardon 
Wilkinson Miller, Ltd. His primarily project focus is parks, streetscapes, campus and therapeutic 
landscapes. He has worked with municipalities, school districts, and other governmental agencies 
throughout New Mexico and the southwest. He has recently worked with the City of Albuquerque on Parks 
Design Guidelines and standard landscape specifi cations and details. Greg teaches a course titled “Water 
and the Landscape” in the UNM MLA program. He earned his Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree 
from Texas A&M University.

Dr. Natalie Goldberg is a professor and the Extension Plant Pathologist at NMSU. She also 
serves as the Department Head for the Extension Plant Sciences Department. She started her career 
at NMSU in 1993 after serving as a post-doctural research associate at Oregon State University and the 
University of Arizona. She received her B.S. in Ornamental Horticulture from Cal Poly Pomona in 1983 
and her M.S. and PhD in Plant Pathology from University of Arizona in 1987 and 1990. Dr. Goldberg’s 
primary responsibilities include statewide educational programming in areas related to Plant Health 
Management and crop biosecurity, and operating the Plant Diagnostic Clinic.

George Radnovich founder and Partner of Sites Southwest supplies a broad spectrum of 
planning and design expertise to both public and private sectors. Through his professional practice, he 
has developed an approach to land and landscape design that stems from ecology and integrates into the 
built environment. George is most well known for his efforts to create a more regional approach to the site 
and landscape through his work with water conservation, Xeriscape, and green building. He has lectured 
at workshops and conferences throughout the Southwestern United States on the subject.

James Sais is a native New Mexican. ‘He grew up on a family fruit and vegetable farm in Los 
Lunas. He graduated from New Mexico State University and the University of Maryland. Jim served 
as County Extension Agent in Bernalillo County and was the State Horticulture Specialist with the 
Cooperative Extension Service of New Mexico State University. Jim wrote a popular garden column for 
the Albuquerque Journal for 13 years. As Horticultural Specialist, Jim traveled throughout New Mexico 
conducting educational programs on gardening. Jim authored numerous circulars and bulletins and 
produced many video programs on gardening in New Mexico.
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Joran Viers is the City Forester with City of Albuquerque Parks and Recreation Department. He 
is broadly responsible for tree care issues within the City, as described by a few City ordinances. Prior 
to taking this position, he worked for the New Mexico State University Cooperative Extension Service, 
fi rst as a County Horticulture Agent and County Director in Bernalillo County, and then as State Urban 
Small Farm Horticulture Agent. Viers was born in Albuquerque, but grew up in California, Costa Rica 
and Arkansas. He has a life-long love of plants and the natural sciences. He has a Bachelor’s degree 
in Biology from the University of New Mexico, and a Master’s degree in Botany from the University of 
Florida. Mr. Viers has been a member of Think Trees NM since 2003, and an ISA-Certifi ed Arborist since 
2008. 

Tim Buchanan has served as the City Forester in Fort Collins for 38 years. He holds a Bachelors 
and Masters degrees from Colorado State University in Horticulture and in Forestry. Tim has twice served 
as president of the ISA Rocky Mountain Chapter, and as the president of the Front Range Urban Forestry 
Council. He was a member of the committee that developed the Front Range Recommended Tree List 
and the GreenCO Tree Planting Recommendations. Tim has a special interest in tree selection and has 
overseen the planting of many new species and cultivars in Fort Collins that have greatly diversifi ed the 
city’s park and parkway system. 

Dr. Whitney Cranshaw broad research interests related to Integrated Pest Management 
of all arthropods affecting horticultural commodities in Colorado, particularly vegetables, shade trees, 
turfgrass and specialty crops. This includes: development of management methods for insect/mite pests 
of landscape plants and vegetable crops, particularly those that minimize non-target impacts and/or are 
compatible with organic production; development of action thresholds for insect pests of vegetables and 
incorporation of host plant resistance; and evaluation of non-target effects of pesticide applications to 
landscape plants and vegetables. Research efforts also are designed to be fl exible enough to respond to 
new insect/mite problems that do affect horticultural crops or cause nuisance problems in Colorado.

Dr. Chris Martin is a Professor of Sustainable Horticulture at Arizona State University. Dr. Martin 
conducts research and teaches courses in landscape horticulture. Dr. Martin has joint appointments in the 
College of Letters and Sciences and the School of Sustainability. The main focus of Dr. Martin’s research 
interests are investigations into the effects of urban landscape design and management on landscape 
sustainability and the functionality of urban landscape conditions and ecosystem services. Dr. Martin has 
authored numerous science articles and is a co-principle investigator for the Central Arizona Phoenix 
Long-Term Ecological Research Project funded by the National Science Foundation.

Judith Phillips is a landscape designer who prefers working with native and xeric plants because 
they are beautiful, conserve water, and support wildlife. She has written fi ve books and numerous articles 
encouraging people to garden with a passion for the high desert and has been working on a sixth book 
concerning the climate-driven changes in gardening in the Southwest. She teaches an arid-adapted 
plants class in the Landscape Architecture Program at the University of New Mexico.

Wes Brittenham is a lifelong Albuquerque resident with over thirty seven years of horticultural 
experience. As a landscape designer he has overseen the design, installation, and maintenance 
of numerous projects, both commercial and residential. He has been an invited speaker to many 
conferences and workshops over the years, on subjects covering landscape design and maintenance, 
irrigation, integrated pest management, water harvesting, edible landscapes, wildlife habitat, pollinator 
gardens and more. Wes has conducted Master Gardener training for many years. His home garden 
has been the site of tours for Master Gardeners, garden clubs, the Society of Landscape Architects, 
and others. As a certifi ed Wildlife Habitat, it has been featured in “Attracting Backyard Birds”. a video on 
creating habitat gardens. He is a painter and sculptor and his artwork has been shown in galleries and 
exhibits around New Mexico. He is the Manager of Plants of the Southwest in the North Valley.
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Alameda Greenhouse
9515-B 4th Street NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.898.3562

Great Outdoors
www.greatoutdoorsabq.com
10408 Second Street NW
Albuquerque
New Mexico 87114
505.890.5311

Rehm’s Nursery & Garden Center
5801 Lomas Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
505.266.5978

Shark Reef Cafe
2601 Central Ave NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87104‎
505.848.7182

Osuna Nursery
501 Osuna Rd
Albuquerque, NM 87113
505.345.6644
www.osunanursery.com
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Jackalope
www.jackalope.com
2820 Cerrillos Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87507
505.471.8539
6400 San Mateo Blvd, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.349.0955

Botanic Garden Gifts
2601 Central NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104

Jericho Nursery
www.jerichonursery.com
101 Alameda Blvd NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.899.7555
6921 Pan American Fwy NE
Albuquerque, NM  87109
505.899.7555

Plants of the Southwest
6680 4th St NW,
Albuquerque NM 87107
3095 Agua Fria Rd
Santa Fe NM 87507
ABQ: 505.344.8830
SF: 505.438.8888
www.plantsofthesouthwest.com

Cashmere Rouge Spa
6501 Wyoming Blvd NE
Building F, Suite 340
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.715.0809
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The New Mexico Urban Forest 
Council and the New Mexico State 
Forestry Division recognize the 
value of professional development 
in the urban and community 
forestry industry.  For this reason, 
they have partnered with Think 
Trees New Mexico for the past 
three years to offer a scholarship 
program designed to encourage 
participation in the Think Trees 
Conference.  This year, fi ve 
scholarships covering the 
conference registration fee were 
awarded based on a competitive 
application process. Students, 
municipal staff, tree organization 
volunteers, arborists, and other 
natural resource managers were all 
encouraged to apply.   

The New Mexico Urban Forest 
Council and New Mexico State 
Forestry work with communities 
statewide to develop and sustain 
healthy community forests and 
maximize the benefi ts they 
provide. If you are interested in 
helping with community forestry 
efforts throughout the state, or are 
interested in future scholarship 
opportunities, please come visit 
our booth in the non-profi t room. 

Scholarship 
Activity

Special Thanks
to George Duda

for 
Tree Cookie 

Plaques

505.856.6055
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NMSU & Bernalillo County Cooperative Extension Service
The Cooperative Extension Service, also known as the Extension Service of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, is a nationwide, non-formal educational outreach program
implemented in the United States in 1914. Each U.S. state and territory has a state 
offi ce at its land grant university, and a network of local or regional offi ces. These 
offi ces are staffed by one or more experts who provide useful, practical and research-
based information to agricultural producers, small business owners, youth, gardeners, 
consumers and others in rural, suburban and urban communities.

The program is designed to help people use research-based knowledge to improve their 
lives. In most states the educational offerings are in the areas of agriculture, animals, 
horticulture, food, family, environment, community & economic development and youth. 
The National Institute of Food and Agriculture of the USDA administers funding for Smith 
Lever Act services in cooperation with state and county governments and land grant 
universities.

New Mexico State University is our land grant university. There is a Cooperative 
Extension Service offi ce in all New Mexico counties.

The University of New Mexico
The Physical Plant Department is responsible for the care and upkeep of the physical
campus environment. The Arboriculture staff is responsible for maintaining the campus
and we now only have (4) ISA Certifi ed Arborists and (1) ISA Board Certifi ed Master 
Arborist. The PPD arboriculture program continues to be a strong leader in the plant 
health care industry by participating in the New Mexico Think Trees conference and 
International Society of Arboriculture arborist certifi cation.

Thank You !Thank You !


