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ABCs of Tree Pruning  

ÅRequires minimal training 

ÅABCs prioritized, step by 

step acronym methodology 

that is easy to recall 

ïBuilt in redundancy 

ÅFocus on pruning the tree 

in front of you now 

ïNot what the tree will look 

like in the future 

ÅCan dramatically extend 

the life of a tree 



Overview  

ÅTools & Pruning Cuts 

ÅABCs Method 

ïA- Assess the Tree 

ïA- Apical Dominance 

ïB ï Bad Branches 

ïC ï Competing 

Branches 

ÅExamples 

ÅExtras 

 

 



Gather Your Tools  

ÅPruners 

ïBypass (scissor) 

only 

ÅAnvil crush tissues 

ïCut up to 11/2 inch 

24 inch loppers 



Gather Your Tools 

ÅSaws 

ïCut on push or pull 

stroke 

ïLarge teeth 

ÅLarge branches 

ïSmall teeth 

ÅSmall branches 
  Fine tooth, 8 inch 

  Medium tooth, up to 15 inch 



Å10 foot non-

conductive pole 

ÅProfessional Grade 

ÅClean & Sharp 

ÅPruning Diseased 

Branches 

ïDisinfectant 

Å1/10 Solution Bleach & 

Water 

Å95% rubbing alcohol 

ÅCommercial Product 

ïPhysan 20 

Gather Your Tools 



Terminology  

Gather Your Tools 

Attachment 

Parent 

Parent 

Lateral 

Lateral 



Pruning Cuts  

Reduction Cut 

Removal Cut 

Heading Cut 



Removal Cut Objectives  

ÅRemoval cuts 

can have a 

significant 

impact on: 

ïTree Health 

ïAesthetics 

 

 

 
Remove branches with bad attachments. 



Removal Cut Objectives 

Establish or maintain a a single central stem.  



Removal Cut Objectives 

Improve Clearance 

under the tree. 



Removal Cut Objectives 

Improve vertical & 

horizontal spacing 

between branches. 



Reduction & Heading Cut 

Objectives  

ÅThree Objectives 
ïSuppress Growth 

ïRedirect Growth 

ïReduce Pruning 

ÅBranch Growth 
Suppression 
ïRemoving energy 

producing leaf area will 
slow growth 

ïRemoving a branchôs 
terminal, growth in 
length will be slowed 

 
Establish a Central Stem 



Reduction & Heading Cut Objectives 

Branch Growth Suppression 

Å Remove 25% to 

75% of the 

branchôs live 

branch area. 

Å Growth will be 

suppressed 

depending on the 

amount live 

branch area 

removed. 

Suppress a Large Lateral 



Redirect 

Branch  

Growth  

Reduction & Heading Cut Objectives 

Å Under canopy 

clearance 

Å Direct growth away 

from structures 



Reduce Amount of Pruning  

Reduction & Heading Cut Objectives 

Reduce Dose 



Removal Cut ð Branches 

with a Branch Collar  

Branch 

Bark 

Ridge 

Branch 

Collar 

Final 

cut 

A properly made removal cut takes advantage of natural protective 

barriers in the stem & branch and minimizes damage to the parent.  



Removal Cut - Branches 

with a Branch Collar 

Donôt cut the wound wood! Properly made removal cut. 



Branches without Branch 

Collar  

The exact angle of the final cut is less important than not 

cutting the branch bark ridge, the parent or leaving a stub. 



Removal Cut - Branches without a 

Branch Collar or Branch Bark Ridge 

Seam 

Bottom 



Reduction Cut  

Select a suitable lateral: At least 

1/3rd the diameter of the parent. 



Reduction Cut  



Heading Cut  



Pruning Cut Tips  

3 Step Method 

1 

2 

3 

Removal Cut 

Reduction Cut 

1 

2 

3 



Pruning Cut Tips  

Narrow Branch Angles 

Tangled Branch  


