
Think Trees New Mexico is dedicated to the idea that our urban forests 
are incredible resources for our communities, and the trees that make up 

these forests deserve the best care we can provide them.  
Come learn with us as we explore the many sides of urban tree care.!

30th Annual
Urban Tree Care
Conference
February 4th & 5th, 2016
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Thirty Years of Think Trees New Mexico!
Thirty years – half a human lifetime.  In the life of some trees, 30 years is but a 
passing moment.  Many urban trees, however, will never reach that milestone – 
more of them will reach and pass that age if we care for them.  Trees are remark-
able. We know they can provide so many benefi ts, tangible and intangible, to our 
environment. They cool hot buildings and calm troubled souls. They store carbon 
and reduce storm-water runoff. They grace our parks and yards, simultaneously 
beautifying our living and working spaces and providing habitat for birds and other 
wildlife.  Environmental conditions can be hard on trees and trees in our urban set-
tings can be easy targets.

Thirty years is also how long your most-excellent conference - Think Trees New 
Mexico – An Urban Tree Care Conference has been here for you. This conference 
exists to provide you, the tree care professional here in New Mexico and neighbor-
ing states, quality educational opportunities so that together we can care for our 
valuable urban forests. We, the board of Think Trees NM, wish to thank you for at-
tending the 30th anniversary conference.

Offi cers:

President, Joran Viers
City of Abq Parks & Rec Dept.
505.857.8627

President-Elect, Bryan D. Suhr
University of New Mexico
505.277.1066

Vice-President, Jennifer Dann
EMNRD Forestry Division
505.476.3332

Treasurer, John Garlisch
Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Secretary, Graeme Davis
Bernalillo County Extension
505.243.1386

Directors:
Anne Beard, PNM, 505.241.3644

Amy Bell, Groundwork Studio, 505.212.9126

Dodie Bernal-Suhr, Bryan Suhr Tree Care, 
505.898.2130

George Duda, 505.856.6055

Dennis Duran, Bernalillo County Parks and 
Recreation, 505.314.0413

Clay Garner, Desert Gardens Outdoor Ser-
vices Inc., 505.877.7655

Andrew Lisignoli, Trees of Corrales, 
505.898.2327

Christopher Melo, 505.821.4441

Judy Nickell, 505.256.0769

James Sais, 505.299.4567

2015/2016 Board Of Directors & Offi cers
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07:00 – 08:00       Registration
08:00 – 08:15   Welcome and Opening Remarks - Joran Viers
08:15 – 09:30   Paul Ries - Making Connections in Urban Forestry
09:30 – 10:30   Mark James -Trees and The Many Ways They Respond

10:30 – 10:45   Break

10:45 – 12:00   Dr. James Downer - Trees and Drought

12:00 – 01:00   Lunch

Breakout 1
Young Tree Pruning

Breakout 2
Trees, Turf, and Irrigation

01:00 – 02:00 Andrew Pleninger - 
Developing a Program

Dr. Bernhard Leinauer - 
Trees and Turf

02:00 – 03:00 Andrew Pleninger - 
Implementation

Chris Melo - Establishing an 
Irrigation Budget

03:00 – 03:15   Break

Breakout 1
Young Tree Pruning

Breakout 2
Trees, Turf, and Irrigation

03:15 – 04:15 Andrew Pleninger - 
The A,B,C’s of Young 
Tree Pruning

Leinauer – Melo: Trees and 
Turf, Insect and Disease 
Management

04:15 – 04:30  Questions & Survey

Conference Schedule is subject to change without notice.
- Door prize items drawn throughout both days.
- Please visit the vendor and non-profi t displays found outside the conference hall.
- To qualify for NMDA CEU, you must complete paperwork on both days.
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08:15 – 08:30   Welcome & Update
08:30 – 09:30   Rick Johnstone - Vegetation Management and
                             Pollinators…IVM 
09:30 – 10:30   Steve Baca – Why Do Herbicide Applications Fail?

10:30 – 10:45   Break

10:45 – 12:00   Carol Sutherland – Pesticides and Their Impact on 
                             Benefi cials

12:00 – 01:00   Lunch

01:00 – 02:00   Paul Ries - Urban Forestry Communication

02:00     ISA certifi cation exam – prior registration required

02:00 – 03:00   Jim Downer - Methodical Mulching for Tree Health

03:00 – 03:15   Break

03:15 – 04:15   Mark James - Trees Respond To Their Environment

04:15 – 04:45  Wrap up & Scholarship Activities 
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Dr. Carol A. Sutherland is an Extension Entomologist at NMSU - New Mexico State University 
and also State Entomologist for New Mexico Department of Agriculture.  Annually, Carol makes numerous 
presentations on basic and applied entomology statewide to New Mexico’s Master Gardener classes, 
Pesticide Applicator Workshops, commodity groups and other audiences and events around the state. 
She identifi es insects and their relatives for County Extension Agents, farmers, ranchers, pest control 
operators, colleagues and the general public. She also leads entomology activities involving New 
Mexico’s Future Farmers of America, 4H and ‘Kids, Kows and More’.
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Dr. Bernd Leinauer is Professor and Extension Turf grass Specialist in the Extension Plant 
Sciences Department at NMSU. His degrees in Crop and Soil Science are from Hohenheim University 
in Stuttgart, Germany. His extension and research program at New Mexico State University focuses on 
developing water management strategies for turf areas aimed at reducing the amount of (potable) water 
used for irrigation. 

Dr. Leinauer has authored and co-authored numerous publications, over 60 scientifi c peer reviewed 
research papers and more than 150 reports and abstracts. He has appeared several times on the PBS 
television program Southwest Yard and Garden and has been interviewed on radio shows to discuss 
water issues in landscape management. In 2007 he was part of a group of NMSU researchers that 
received the USDA-CSREES’ Outstanding Integrated Program Water Resources Team Award. In 2013 he 
was awarded NMSU’s Distinguished Career Award. 

Dr. A. James Downer, Ph.D. is interested in landscape management and his research relates 
to practices commonly used in the landscape. He does active research programs on various landscape 
plants; their diseases and horticulture, that includes the suppression of soil borne diseases with compost, 
container soils, and also the pruning, planting and maintenance of specimen trees. Education: Ph.D. Plant 
Pathology, UC Riverside, 1998.  Specialty: Pathology of landscape ornamentals, Mulches, Potting soils, 
Arboriculture, Master Gardener Advisor.

Andrew Pleninger, VP of Urban Forestry, LLC from 2000 to the present, an arboricultural and 
urban forestry consulting fi rm. He also serves as President of Urforian, LLC, 2013 to the present that 
provides products and expertise to the green industry.

He was City Forester of Rochester, NY for ten years and was responsible for managing the Forestry 
Division and 72,000 public trees.

He is a published author, co-authoring several scientifi c articles and recently co-authored the ABC’s of 
Young and Small Tree Pruning. He currently serves as board member and has been past president of the 
New York State Urban Forestry Council. His memberships include the American Society of Consulting 
Arborists and the International Society of Arboriculture, CA NY-0790 and TRAQ Qualifi ed.
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Rick Johnstone, President of Integrated Vegetation Management Partners Inc., since 2003 to 
the present. IVM Partners, Inc. a 501-C-3 non-profi t corporation operated to educate both professionals 
and the public on the application of vegetation management practices. IVM Partners, Inc. helps develop 
partnerships and helps resolve vegetation management problems for both industry and government in a 
safe, economical and environmentally responsible manner.

Mr. Johnstone also is Principal of VMES, LLC, Vegetation Management with Environmental Stewardship, 
LLC the leading consulting company specializing in Arboriculture and IVM best practices advising and 
training for utility and roadside rights-of-way for various land managers and stewards.

Stephen Baca is an inspector with the New Mexico Department of Agriculture and has served in 
this position for 15 years.  Currently he is the statewide supervisor of all inspection staff and works out of 
the Albuquerque area offi ce .

Chris Melo, a member of the Think Trees NM board, has had a career in landscape and irrigation 
design, installation and maintenance as well as irrigation system materials sales and supply.

Mark James, BCMA, in the last 40 years has spent over 50,000 hours in arboricultural practice and 
education. Over 25,000 hours has been spent climbing trees and at least 10,000 hours teaching and 
training others.  Mark is a Board Certifi ed Master Arborist, a Qualifi ed Tree Risk Assessor and a Certifi ed 
Tree Worker-Climbing Specialist. Mark is also experienced and knowledgeable in diagnosing and treating 
tree problems.

Paul D. Ries considers himself an Urban Forester, Teacher, and Natural Resource Communications 
Professional with 25 years’ experience at the local, national, international, non-profi t and academic levels. 
Paul provides leadership for a statewide urban forestry assistance program serving local governments 
and non-profi t organizations with technical, fi nancial, and educational services. He currently is an E 
campus instructor at Oregon State University, College of Forestry.  “I learned early in my career as an 
urban forester that if I wanted to be successful, I needed to be a teacher. Too many of the people I dealt 
with didn’t understand or appreciate trees and urban forestry seemed like an oxymoron to far too many 
people. I became an educator.”
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Alameda Greenhouse
9515-B 4th Street NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.898.3562

Rehm’s Nursery & Garden Center
5801 Lomas Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
505.266.5978

Osuna Nursery
501 Osuna Rd
Albuquerque, NM 87113
505.345.6644
www.osunanursery.com

¡explora!
1701 Mountain Road NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
505.224.8300
www.explora.us

Plants of the Southwest
6680 4th St NW,
Albuquerque NM 87107
3095 Agua Fria Rd
Santa Fe NM 87507
ABQ: 505.344.8830
SF: 505.438.8888
www.plantsofthesouthwest.com
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Tree Adventures!

Have an unusual tree story or 
image that you’d like to share!

Just drop us an email:

amy@groundworkstudionm.com
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Jackalope
www.jackalope.com
2820 Cerrillos Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87507
505.471.8539
6400 San Mateo Blvd, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.349.0955

Jericho Nursery
www.jerichonursery.com
101 Alameda Blvd NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.899.7555
6921 Pan American Fwy NE
Albuquerque, NM  87109
505.899.7555

Sponsor Endorsement Statement
The Think Trees board of directors want to express our 
appreciation to our sponsors and vendors for their support. Their 
support helps keep the registration fees low, while providing us 
the opportunity to present a quality program.  Please note that 
becoming a sponsor does not indicate the board’s endorsement 
of products or companies represented.  We wish to express our 
appreciation to our sponsors and vendors for supporting the Think 
Trees Conference.
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Thirty Years of Trees
Just over thirty years ago a couple of idealists (Robert Cox & Bryan Suhr), after hearing Al 
Shigo and others talking about trees and their care at NUTS I, National Urban Tree Sym-
posium in Denver, thought about doing something similar in Albuquerque. Selling the idea 
to the director of the Bernalillo County Extension offi ce, John Chappell on the need for this 
program and his agreeing to provide the support to develop the concept of a local confer-
ence about urban trees and their care was providence. With no real idea of what needed 
to be done and without even a mailing list to contact our potential audience, the seed for 
the ideals behind Think Trees were planted and have grown to what it is today. We, the 
conference and board are here because of your ongoing support of those ideals that our 
trees deserve the best possible care that committed professionals should provide.

The photographs below are part of the history of Albuquerque in the 1950’s and they show 
us how far we have come, just like Think Trees!
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Think Trees New Mexico sponsored 
two student scholarships this year, 
to encourage the involvement and 
development of the next generation 
of tree care industry professionals.

The New Mexico Urban Forest 
Council and the New Mexico State 
Forestry Division recognize the 
value of professional development 
in the urban and community 
forestry industry. They work with 
communities statewide to develop 
and sustain healthy community 
forests and maximize the benefi ts 
they provide. They partner with 
Think Trees New Mexico to offer 
an annual scholarship program to 
encourage participation. This year, 
fi ve scholarships were awarded 
based on a competitive application 
process.  If you are interested in 
helping with community forestry 
efforts throughout the state, or are 
interested in future scholarship 
opportunities, please come visit the 
New Mexico Urban Forest Council 
and New Mexico State Forestry 
table in the non-profi t room.

Scholarship 
Activity

The New Mexico State Forestry Urban 
and Community Forestry Program works 
to empower communities to develop 
and sustain healthy community forests 
for the benefi t of the environment, and 
current and future citizens of the state.  
The New Mexico Urban Forest Council 
advises and assists State Forestry 
in priorities and areas of emphasis. 
Coordinating support through our six 
district offi ces located throughout the 
state, the program provides technical 
assistance and coordination, including 
training, consultation on community 
forest planning, forest health evaluation, 
and engaging citizens in community 
forestry projects. The US Forest 
Service Region 3 provides our Urban 
and Community Forestry program with 
funding and other resources, including 
community forestry assistance funding 
available to Tribal Governments, 
Cities, Towns, and Counties. Activities 
include staff training, development of 
management plans, accomplishment of 
tree inventories and risk assessments, 
and other innovative projects in 
Community Forestry. 

NM State Forestry 
& NM Urban 
Forest Council
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About Think Trees
Think Trees New Mexico is a 501(c)3 non-profi t organization dedicated to promoting edu-
cation, training, and appreciation of arboriculture and horticulture throughout New Mexico 
and across the Southwest. Think Trees New Mexico provides training to professionals in 
the Green Industry of New Mexico and surrounding regions, by hosting an annual arbori-
culture conference in Albuquerque, NM. We have hosted this conference since 1986 with 
an all-volunteer board of committed tree industry members and supporters.

The board of Think Trees New Mexico thanks you for participating in the 30th conference 
and welcomes you in joining us to start planning the 31st conference.

Think Trees meets almost every 1st Wednesday of the month at the 
Bernalillo County Extension Service offi ce at 1510 Menaul Blvd NW at 
4:00PM. Join us and be part of the next conference. 
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NMSU & Bernalillo County Cooperative Extension Service
The Cooperative Extension Service, also known as the Extension Service of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, is a nationwide, non-formal educational outreach program
implemented in the United States in 1914. Each U.S. state and territory has a state offi ce at its 
land grant university, and a network of local or regional offi ces. These offi ces are staffed by one 
or more experts who provide useful, practical and research-based information to agricultural 
producers, small business owners, youth, gardeners, consumers and others in rural, suburban 
and urban communities.

The program is designed to help people use research-based knowledge to improve their lives. 
In most states the educational offerings are in the areas of agriculture, animals, horticulture, 
food, family, environment, community & economic development and youth. The National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture of the USDA administers funding for Smith Lever Act services in 
cooperation with state and county governments and land grant universities.

New Mexico State University is our land grant university. There is a Cooperative Extension 
Service offi ce in all New Mexico counties.

The University of New Mexico
The University of New Mexico is the fl agship university of higher education in NM and the 
Physical Plant Department (PPD) has the responsibility to provide for the care and upkeep of the 
campus environment, buildings, streets, grounds and landscape. PPD’s grounds and landscape 
team provide ongoing care to the 600+ acres of the campus and the arborists are responsible for 
over 5,000 trees that help make the campus a special learning environment. This responsibility 
falls on one ISA Board Certifi ed Master Arborist and two ISA Certifi ed Arborists with associated 
support staff. UNM and the PPD arboriculture program hope to continue to be a leader in the 
health of our urban trees by supporting Think Trees New Mexico and the regional arboriculture 
community.

Thank You !Thank You !


