
Think Trees New Mexico is dedicated to the idea that our urban forests 
are incredible resources for our communities, and the trees that make up 

these forests deserve the best care we can provide them.  
Come learn with us as we explore the many sides of urban tree care.!

34th Annual
Urban Tree Care
Conference
January 30th & 31st, 2020
Albuquerque, New Mexico



34th Annual Think Trees New Mexico Conference

January 30 & 31, 20202

www.thinktreesnm.org

A
bo

ut
 U

s

Think Trees New Mexico: Your Urban Tree Care Resource
2020 Conference: Local Problems, Local Solutions

President, Bryan D. Suhr
Bryan Suhr Tree Care Professionals
505.269.5583

Vice-President, Jennifer Dann
Urban/Community Forest Prog Mgr 
505.345.2200

Past-President, Joran Viers
City of Abq Parks & Rec Dept.
505.768.5196

Treasurer, Dodie Bernal-Suhr
Bryan Suhr Tree Care Professionals
505.898.2130

Secretary, Sara Moran-Duran
Bernalillo County Extension 
505.243.1386

Anne Beard, PNM
Graeme Davis, Certified Arborist
George Duda, Retired
Clay Garner, Desert Gardens Outdoor Services
Andrew Lisignoli, Trees of Corrales
Margo Murdock, Retired
Judy Nickell, Retired
Thomas Neiman, Retired
Gary Fears, Green Summit Landscaping
Dr. Marisa Thompson, NMSU Extension Horti-
culture Specialist

2019/2020 Board Of Officers and Directors

Our focus will be on challenges that are unique to tree care in New Mexico and the arid 
southwest, and highlight local experts who work hard every day to tackle those challeng-
es. The speakers represent private industry, local government, New Mexico State Univer-
sity, New Mexico State Forestry, and non-profit organizations.

We are also in high gear for the 2020 ISA Annual International Conference and Trade 
Show in Albuquerque (August 9-12) which includes the Tree Climbing Championships. 
ISA will bring experts from all over the world right to our doorstep to discuss the latest in 
research, technology, and policy. Stay up to date at: https://www.isa-arbor.com/Events/
Annual-Conference.

Join us for an unforgettable year full of education, inspiration, and networking with your 
partners in green!

Directors:Officers:

Friends of Think Trees:
John Garlisch, Bernalillo County Extension 
Eric Bishop
Katherine O’Brien
Charles Wohlenberg
Donald Lovato, Trees, Inc
Matthew Peterson, COA – Open Space
Anthony Pomo
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

LAWN & PLANT HEALTH CARE

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION SERVICES

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

SEASONAL FLOWERS

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

CALL OR EMAIL TO APPLY: 
505-990-5754

admin@greensummitlm.com

8019 Edith Blvd. NE|Albuquerque|NM
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Cold hardy plants for the High Desert 
Patty Cascio  

Arizona Nurseries, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Colorado Sales 

602-663-3782 Cell    
patty@mswn.com 
www.mswn.com 

13803 W. Northern Ave  Glendale, AZ 85307  1800-840-8509  
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Cut & Dry Lumber Company 

     
 

 

We recycle cut trees from the Albuquerque area into 
lumber products. Together we reduce waste and boost a 

sustainable landscape for our community. 
 
 

Services 
 

● Custom Milling - 22’ max. length, 48” max. diameter, cut to any 

thickness, natural or straight edges 

● Surfacing - up to 24” wide 

● Drying 

● Storage available 

● Wood recycling education 

● Broad selection of planks, slabs, turning stock, and feature pieces 

● Fruit woods for smoker cooking 
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Conference schedule is subject to change without notice.
Continuing Education Units
•	 To qualify for NMDA CEUs, see NMSU Extension to complete paperwork on both days.
•	 ISA CEU Attendance forms are available in the non-profit room for you to self-complete and submit. ISA 

CEU Codes will be available at the end of each session.
•	 ASLA CEUs are available by signing it at the ASLA table in the non-profit room each day.

Thursday Morning
07:00 – 08:00 Registration
08:00 – 08:30 Opening Remarks and Announcements 

    - Think Trees New Mexico President Bryan Suhr 
    - Dave Simon, Director City of Albuquerque Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment

08:30 – 09:30 Turning Momentum Into Strength
Dana Karcher, ISA Board Member, Davey Resource Group

09:30 - 09:45 Break
09:45 – 10:45 Tree Irrigation During Drought 

Dr. Larry Costello, Consulting Arborist, Oracle Oak LLC
10:45 - 11:45 Arboriculture Zombies! Tree Management Myths That Will Not Die: Part 

1 – Tree Management
Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott, Associate Professor and Urban Horticulture Exten-
sion Specialist, Washington State University

11:45 – 01:00 Lunch

Thursday Afternoon
Session 1 Session 2

01:00 – 02:00 Weed Management in Turf and Tree 
Landscapes
Dr. Leslie Beck, Extension Weed Spe-
cialist and Assistant Professor, NMSU 
Plant Sciences Department

Panel: Is There Hope for the Parking 
Lot Tree in NM?
Joran Viers, Facilitator

02:00 – 03:00 Integrated Vegetation Management 
Efforts in NM
Bill Hutchinson, NM DOT
David Stricker, PNM

Panel: NM Tree Worker Safety
Clay Garner, Facilitator

03:00 – 03:30 Extended Networking Break
03:30 - 04:30 Planting Practices for Landscape Trees

Dr. Larry Costello, Consulting Arborist
04:15 - 04:30 Questions & Survey
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Friday Morning
07:00 – 08:00 Registration, Sponsor and Partner Exhibits
08:00 – 08:10 Welcome and Announcements
08:10 – 08:30 International Society of Arboriculture 2020 Conference, Trade Show, and 

International Tree Climbing Championship
Caitlyn Pollihan, ISA Executive Director
Anne Beard, ISA 2020 President and 2020 Conference Chair

08:30 - 09:30 Arboriculture Zombies! Tree Management Myths That Will Not Die: Part 2 
– Soil Management
Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott, Associate Professor and Urban Horticulture Extension 
Specialist, Washington State University

09:30 - 09:45 Break
Session 1 Session 2

09:45 – 10:45 NM Urban Forest Pest Updates
Dr. John Formby, Forest Health Spe-
cialist, New Mexico State Forestry

What Growers and Nurseries Are 
Doing to Improve Structure and 
Root Systems
Andrew Lisignoli, Trees of Corrales

10:45 - 11:45 Integrated Pest Management for 
Urban Trees
Dr. Amanda Skidmore, NMSU Exten-
sion IPM Specialist for Urban and 
Small Farms

Tree Irrigation
Ken Futrell, Branch Manager/Sales, 
Ewing Irrigation

11:45 – 01:00 Lunch

Friday Afternoon
Main Session ISA Examinations

01:00 - 02:00 Tree Physiology Over Time
Dr. Tanya Quist, Campus Arboretum 
Director, University of Arizona

Arborist Examinations

02:00 - 03:00 After the Storm, Head for Better 
Form
Guy Meilleur, Practical Arborist and 
Aerial Consultant, Better Tree Care 
Associates

03:00 – 03:15 Break
03:15 - 04:15 Climate-Ready Trees for New Mexi-

co
Sarah Hurteau, Dr. Marisa Thompson, 
Andrew Lisignoli

04:15 - 04:30 Raffle & Survey
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David Simon is the Director of the City of Albuquerque Parks and Recreation Department, which 
includes 290 neighborhood parks, 30,000 acres of open space, and the world-famous International 
Balloon Fiesta Park. He has a BA from Yale University in Environmental Studies and American Studies, 
and an MBA from the UNM Anderson School of Management.

Dana Karcher is an urban forestry advocate and instigator. She has spent the last 15 years 
finding ways to make trees the center of attention in communities across the country. She does this 
as a Project Developer for the Davey Resource Group, a Board Member of the ISA, and a Steering 
Committee member of the Sustainable Urban Forestry Coalition. She is most proud of the work that 
includes developing urban forest programs in California’s Central Valley and supporting nonprofits in their 
endeavors to make communities greener. Additionally, she enjoys the opportunity to share the joys (and 
pitfalls) of working in Urban and Community Forestry with students who also believe that trees are the 
answer.

Dr. Larry Costello is president of Oracle Oak LLC, a horticultural and arboricultural consulting 
firm in San Francisco, California. He received a PhD in Plant Physiology from the University of California, 
Berkeley, and an MS in Horticulture from the University of California, Davis. For 30 years, Larry conducted 
an education and applied-research program in urban forestry and landscape horticulture in the San 
Francisco Bay Area for the University of California. He is a member of the Western Chapter ISA and 
has served on the ISA Certified Arborist Test Committee, BCMA Test Committee, Science and Research 
Committee, and is an Associate Editor for Arboriculture and Urban Forestry.

Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott is Washington State University’s Extension Urban Horticulturist, 
bringing science-based information to gardeners and landscape professionals. She is the award-
winning author of five books, including the latest edition of Gardening with Native Plants of the Pacific 
Northwest. She is featured in the Science of Gardening video series produced by The Great Courses 
and was the first recipient of the Cynthia Wescott Scientific Writing Award from the Association of Garden 
Communicators. She also manages the “Garden Professors” blog and Facebook group.

Dr. Leslie Beck is the Extension Weed Specialist in the Department of Extension Plant Sciences 
at NMSU. She received her B.S. in Horticulture and Landscape Management and her M.S. in Agriculture 
from Tarleton State University, specializing in golf course and turfgrass management. She received her 
Ph.D. in Plant and Soil Science, specializing in turfgrass management, from Texas Tech University. Dr. 
Beck’s primary extension responsibilities include progressive statewide educational programming in weed 
science, including annual and perennial weed management, identification, and herbicide application for all 
cropping systems including agricultural commodities and turf and landscape areas.

William Hutchinson is a Landscape Architect managing the Roadside Environment Design 
Section within the Environmental Bureau at NMDOT. This section addresses public art on our structures, 
engaging the public in the design of our facilities, promoting multi-modal transportation, the restoration of 
disturbed areas within our right-of-way, stormwater management and integrated vegetation management. 
A 35-year resident of Santa Fe, William is a native of Colorado and has worked on both coasts and 
overseas. He has degrees from Lewis and Clark College and Oregon State University. He is an avid 
street and mountain bike cyclist.

Dave Stricker is an ISA-certified arborist, ISA-certified utility arborist, and is tree risk assessment 
qualified. He has sixteen years of utility forestry experience and is currently PNM’s Transmission Forester 
and FAC-003-4 subject matter expert.
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Dr. John Formby is the Forest Health Specialist with the State of New Mexico, Forestry Division. 
Previously, he was a private consulting forester in the southeastern US specializing in forest health and 
restoration and wildlife habitat improvements. His education includes a BS in Urban and Community 
Forestry and a Doctorate in Forest Entomology. As a graduate research assistant, he studied invasive 
insects and their impacts on native flora and fauna.

Andrew Lisignoli has worked primarily in the nursery industry, growing trees for our communities. 
He has been with Trees of Corrales since 1995. He has served as Senator for the New Mexico Chapter of 
the Nursery and Greenhouse Association, and is the incoming Vice President on the Board of Think Trees 
New Mexico.

Dr. Amanda Skidmore is the NMSU Extension Integrated Pest Management Specialist for 
Urban and Small Farms. Her focus is on developing pest management practices that are economically 
and environmentally sustainable. She received her BS in entomology and sustainable agriculture and her 
PhD in entomology from the University of Kentucky.

Ken Futrell works for Ewing Irrigation Products in El Paso, and has been an irrigation/landscape 
contractor and provided irrigation and contractor sales for over 20 years. He is Irrigation Association 
Certified, and an Irrigation Contractor, Water Conservation Manager, and Landscape Irrigation Auditor. He 
is a Texas Licensed Irrigator, Irrigation Auditor, Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester, and Texas Certified 
Nurseryman. He teaches irrigation products and application to Master Gardeners and Counties, and 
teaches the State of Texas Irrigation Training Course for persons interested in taking the Texas Irrigator 
Exam at El Paso Community College.

Dr. Tanya Quist received a Ph.D. in Plant Physiology from Purdue University where she studied in 
the Center for Plant Environmental Stress Physiology. Her thesis and post-doctoral work used whole plant 
physiological and molecular genetics approaches to explore plant responses to abiotic stress, including 
drought and salt. More recently, as Director of the University of Arizona Campus Arboretum, she provides 
statewide education and campus leadership promoting science-based stewardship and conservation of 
urban trees. Key educational themes promote trees as foundational to all ecosystems, providing services 
that improve human health and support local and global climate adaptation.

Guy Meilleur is an ISA Board-Certified Master Arborist, and author of 34 episodes in ISA’s 
“Detective Dendro” series. He is a former curator at NC State University and Instructor at Duke University. 
Guy chaired the ANSI A300 committee that created the US standard for tree inspection and root 
management, and collaborates with the Veteran Tree Network and the Ancient Tree Forum. His company, 
Better Tree Care Associates, values and manages veteran trees. Services include expert witnessing, 
community education, trunk and flare care, soil building, installing lightning and support systems, and 
pruning to improve tree health and safety.

Sarah Hurteau is the Albuquerque Urban Conservation Director at The Nature Conservancy. 
Before coming to The Nature Conservancy, she worked as a biologist for the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, an environmental consultant, and a research professor at Penn State. Sarah is currently 
working to redefine how natural systems and urban communities interact, creating an Albuquerque metro 
area that is prosperous and environmentally sound.

Dr. Marisa Thompson is the Extension Horticulture Specialist with NMSU. She is responsible 
for active Extension and Research programs in sustainable horticultural practices for New Mexicans. 
Extension efforts include the weekly ‘Southwest Yard and Garden’ column published statewide and 
on various radio stations (https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com), dozens of presentations to NM 
gardeners on all sorts of horticulture issues, and learning new things every single day. Follow her program 
on social media @NMDesertBlooms.
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Thursday, January 30th 

8:30 - 9:30 Turning Momentum into Strength (Karcher) Urban and Community Forestry/Arboriculture 
has evolved significantly in the last 20 years. With a focus on projects and partners that range from resilient 
communities to health institutions, the next 20 years will engage citizens and organizations in new and 
strategic ways. What does that look like for those that are working on the ground (and in the trees) in New 
Mexico? How can we turn the momentum of change into positive outcomes for our communities? Learn 
what your role can be in making this change benefit you, as well as where you live, work and play.

9:45 - 10:45 Tree Irrigation During Drought (Costello) This presentation will focus on identifying urban 
trees that should be considered for irrigation. Then, for trees needing irrigation, a method for calculating 
water needs will be presented.

10:45 - 11:45 Arboriculture Zombies! Tree Management Myths That Will Not Die: Part 1 – Tree 
Management (Chalker-Scott) No matter how much scientific evidence to the contrary, there are tree 
management myths that just won’t go away. Landscape professionals can quickly lose their credibility – and 
damage trees and soils – when they recommend practices that aren’t based on reputable science. This 
seminar will focus on landscape tree care and provide arborists with some guidelines for evaluating articles, 
books, and electronic resources objectively. For each of the myths busted, we’ll also discuss alternatives 
that are both practical and scientifically grounded. Part 1 will focus on tree management myths.

1:00 – 2:00, Concurrent Sessions
•	 Weed Management in Turf and Tree Landscapes (Beck) It is important to always consider your 

surroundings when trying to control weeds in the landscape.  The best way to maintain a successful 
and sustainable weed management program is to combine as many different practices as possible to 
create a less ideal environment for the weed, while simultaneously maintaining an ideal environment for 
your surrounding desirable vegetation. This is the foundation for an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
program.

•	 Panel: Is There Hope for the Parking Lot Tree in NM? (Viers) This session will start by asking why 
we plant trees in parking lots in the first place, and address the multiple challenges to tree health that 
the parking lot environment poses. Species and maintenance considerations will be discussed. This 
conversation will lead up to a discussion on what alternatives and solutions exist to improve outcomes 
for the parking lot and its trees, and provide examples of the good, the bad, and the ugly! 

2:00 – 3:00, Concurrent Sessions
•	 Integrated Vegetation Management Efforts in NM (Hutchinson, Stricker) Learn about NMDOT’s 

emerging IVM approach to managing its rights-of-way (ROW) toward a more ecological and efficient 
stewardship of the roadside environment, and PNM’s utilization of technology and IVM techniques to 
manage transmission ROWs to reduce risk and minimize environmental impact.

•	 Panel: NM Tree Worker Safety (Garner) Arborists and grounds maintenance personnel consistently 
rank high in the Bureau of Labor Statistic’s most dangerous jobs. This panel will emphasize three of 
the biggest safety challenges to the tree worker: fall and strike hazards, electrical safety, and driving 
to the jobsite, and the PPE everyone should all be wearing. The panel will also address safety training 
opportunities, and how we can work together to keep each other safe. 

3:30 – 4:30 Planting Practices for Landscape Trees (Costello) This presentation will address multiple 
factors that need to be considered when planting trees: site assessment, site remediation, selecting quality 
planning stock, using amendments, fertilizer application, and post-planting care.
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8:30 - 9:30 Arboriculture Zombies! Tree Management Myths That Will Not Die: Part 2 – Soil 
Management (Chalker-Scott) No matter how much scientific evidence to the contrary, there are tree 
management myths that just won’t go away. Landscape professionals can quickly lose their credibility – and 
damage trees and soils – when they recommend practices that aren’t based on reputable science. This 
seminar will focus on landscape tree care and provide arborists with some guidelines for evaluating articles, 
books, and electronic resources objectively. For each of the myths busted, we’ll also discuss alternatives 
that are both practical and scientifically grounded. Part 2 will focus on soil management myths.

9:45 - 10:45, Concurrent Sessions
•	 NM Urban Forest Pest Updates (Formby) This session will look at the current status of pests in urban 

forests of New Mexico, and future pest threats. We’ll discuss arboriculture strategies to mitigate insect 
attacks, and the impacts of climate change on tree health and pests.

•	 What Growers and Nurseries Are Doing to Improve Structure and Root Systems (Lisignoli) 
Decades ago, trees were sold either as bare root or as ball and burlap (B&B). Slick-walled plastic 
containers became the norm a few decades ago. Years later, problems with these trees’ root systems 
began to appear, causing tree failures. This session will discuss what the nursery industry has done and 
is doing to correct these issues. The session will also cover what constitutes good structure in a tree 
purchased from a nursery, and what growers are doing to provide proper canopies in young trees.

10:45-11:45, Concurrent Sessions
•	 Integrated Pest Management for Urban Trees (Skidmore) In a pavement-filled landscape trees can 

be a valuable resource to native species (birds, pollinators, etc.), reduce pollution, provide shade, 
etc. and are prized by homeowners and parks. Urban trees provide many ecosystem services to our 
communities, but are often at risk from pests and environmental stresses. This talk will focus on best 
management practices for encouraging healthy urban trees in New Mexico.

•	 Tree Irrigation (Futrell) This session will cover practical irrigation for trees. We will review different 
irrigation methods for trees, including bubblers, drip irrigation, tree ring tubing, and irrigation controllers, 
and how to effectively apply water and schedule irrigation run times and duration.

1:00 - 2:00 Tree Physiology Over Time (Quist) Tree survival hinges on highly regulated and tightly 
coordinated growth with defense processes. Although tree health at all stages of life is determined to the 
extent that management practices respect these underlying principles, mature trees are most vulnerable to 
management impacts.  In this talk, we will review the plant science principles that govern plant growth and 
defense processes, discuss cultural practices that optimize water relations and carbon distribution in plants, 
and identify specific needs of mature trees.

2:00 - 3:00 After the Storm, Head for Better Form (Meilleur) Understand how a detailed inspection leads 
to clear specifications and successful restoration pruning of storm-damaged, hollow, and root-damaged 
trees.  See how branch ends that were selectively pruned with “heading cuts” after a 2002 ice storm show 
solid regrowth and well-developed branch protection zones. Know how to follow the Tree Care Standard for 
inspecting tree damage, per A300 Part 8 Specify the right cuts per the new ISA Pruning BMP.  Learn about 
communicating with insurance companies and get paid as well for repairing trees as removing them.  Adapt 
templates for defining the assignment, then repairing the crown and reducing the risk. See the value in tree 
preservation. 

3:15 - 4:15 Climate-Ready Trees for New Mexico (Hurteau, Thompson, Lisignoli) Sarah Hurteau will talk 
about using climate projects to identify tree species that are resilient to future climate conditions. Dr. Marisa 
Thompson will discuss efforts to provide sound tree species advice statewide in a changing climate. Andrew 
Lisignoli will discuss how climate change is affecting what tree growers are producing and challenges to 
supplying a diverse tree palette in a changing environment.
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Rehm’s Nursery & Garden Center
5801 Lomas Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
505.266.5978

Osuna Nursery
501 Osuna Rd
Albuquerque, NM 87113
505.345.6644
www.osunanursery.com

¡explora!
1701 Mountain Road NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
505.224.8300
www.explora.us

Plants of the Southwest
6680 4th St NW,
Albuquerque NM 87107
3095 Agua Fria Rd
Santa Fe NM 87507
ABQ: 505.344.8830
SF: 505.438.8888
www.plantsofthesouthwest.com

Village Arborist

Thomas Neiman
ISA Certified Arborist
RM-8077A

505.681.4511

Call for a Spring Tune-Up!

Eric Bishop
ISA Certified Arborist
New Mexico State Director, 
Rocky Mountain Chapter
Owner, Mezza Luna Farm
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Jackalope
www.jackalope.com
2820 Cerrillos Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87507
505.471.8539
6400 San Mateo Blvd, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.349.0955

Jericho Nursery
www.jerichonursery.com
101 Alameda Blvd NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.899.7555

Albuquerque Water Gardens
1800 Candelaria NW
Albuquerque NM 87107
9AM - 5PM Monday - Saturday
505.246.8278
www.albuquerquewatergardens.com

Mud Monsters
5101 Edith Blvd. NE
Albuquerque NM 87107
Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM
505.217.2856
www.mudmonsters.com

Bryan Suhr, Consulting Arborist

Bryan Suhr, RM-0111 BUM, ISA
Dodie Suhr,  RM-2153 A , ISA

We have the training and 
experience to help manage the 
safety, health, and preservation of 
important trees in the landscape. 
Over fifty years caring for NM trees. 

505 898-2130 • bsuhr@unm.edu
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About Think Trees
Think Trees New Mexico was organized by local tree care professionals to seek out 
the best in arboriculture and bring it to New Mexico. Think Trees New Mexico is your 
tree care resource for professional growth and development. The Board of Think Trees 
thanks you for attending, and we hope you enjoy the conference!

Think Trees New Mexico is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to promoting 
education, training, and appreciation of arboriculture and horticulture throughout New 
Mexico and across the Southwest. Our annual conference in Albuquerque, NM pro-
vides training to green industry professionals of New Mexico and surrounding states. 
We have hosted this conference since 1986 with an all-volunteer board of committed 
tree industry members and supporters.

We invite you to join our network of dedicated professionals and participate in the orga-
nization and presentation of future Think Trees conferences and our other outreach ac-
tivities. Think Trees  meets almost every 1st Wednesday of the month 
at the Bernalillo County Extension Service office at 1510 Menaul Blvd 
NW at 4:00 p.m. Join the team! A
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Sponsor Endorsement 
Statement
The Think Trees board of directors 
want to express our appreciation 
to our sponsors and vendors for 
their support. Their support helps 
keep the registration fees low, 
while providing us the opportunity 
to present a quality program.  
Please note that becoming a 
sponsor does not indicate the 
board’s endorsement of products 
or companies represented.  We 
wish to express our appreciation 
to our sponsors and vendors 
for supporting the Think Trees 
Conference.
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The following businesses and organizations provide year-
round support to Think Trees New Mexico, by providing the 
time to their employees to participate actively on the Board.  
We appreciate their commitment to the tree care profession 
and their leadership and investment in New Mexico.

Thank Y ou !Thank Y ou !


