
COVID Precautions - We will follow the current State of NM Covid standards for large 
gatherings. Which includes to social distance when possible. This year’s conference will 
be in the Embassy Suites by Hilton. The venue requires masks to be worn at all times, except 
when eating. Lunches will be served buffet-style and attendees will be encouraged to spend 

much of the lunch break outdoors, where there will be demonstrations by Stihl.

36th Annual
Urban Tree Care
Conference
February 10th & 11th, 2022
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Think Trees New Mexico: Your Urban Tree Care Resource
2022 Conference:  Healthy Arborists, Healthy Trees, Thriving Communities

President, Andrew Lisignoli
Trees of Corrales
505.307.1243

Vice-President, Marisa Thompson
NMSU Ext. Horticulture Specialist 
505.865.7340

Past-President, Bryan Suhr
Bryan Suhr Tree Care Professionals
505.898.2130

Treasurer, Dodie Bernal-Suhr
Bryan Suhr Tree Care Professionals
505.898.2130

Secretary, Sara Moran-Duran
Bernalillo County Extension 
505.243.1386

Suzanne Andrego, New Mexico Garden Clubs
Anne Beard, GeoSpatial Innovations, Inc.
Graeme Davis, Certified Arborist
George Duda, Retired
Gary Fears, Green Summit Landscaping
Clay Garner, Desert Gardens Outdoor Services
Margo Murdock, Albuquerque Area Extension 
Master Gardeners
Thomas Neiman, Village Arborist LLC
Judy Nickell, Retired
Joran Viers, JVHC llc

2021/2022 Board of Officers and Directors

Think Trees New Mexico strives to provide our audience with up-to-date, accurate, relevant information on 
trees and their care by bringing nationally recognized speakers and local experts to our conference. We 
believe in the value of trees, not just as amenities to the human landscape but as needed contributing living 
elements in their own right.

We understand that safe and best practices are vital for arborists and anyone working in their communities’ 
landscapes. Through proper practices, we all can help achieve thriving urban landscape in each of our com-
munities. 

Thank you, everyone, that attend our monthly meetings to organize and present the conference. Since 
1986, our success continues to depend on these volunteers and includes everyone that attends and sup-
ports the annual Think Trees Conference.

To join us in planning our next conference in 2023 please reach us at thinktreesnm@gmail.com 

At Think Trees New Mexico, we do think about trees. We believe in the value and beauty of trees.
Be a part of the future – plant and care for trees today!!

Directors:Officers:

Friends of Think Trees:
Jennifer Dann
John Garlisch, Bernalillo County Extension
Aaron Lamb, Trees of Corrales
Donald Lovato, Trees Inc.
Charles Wohlenberg
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Cold hardy plants for the High Desert 
Patty Cascio  

Arizona Nurseries, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Colorado Sales 

602-663-3782 Cell    
patty@mswn.com 
www.mswn.com 

13803 W. Northern Ave  Glendale, AZ 85307  1800-840-8509  
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

LAWN & PLANT HEALTH CARE

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

IRRIGATION SERVICES

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

SEASONAL FLOWERS

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

CALL OR EMAIL TO APPLY: 
505-990-5754

admin@greensummitlm.com

8019 Edith Blvd. NE|Albuquerque|NM
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Conference schedule is subject to change without notice.
Continuing Education Units
•	 To qualify for NMDA CEUs, see NMSU Extension to complete paperwork on both days.
•	 ISA CEU Attendance forms are available at the CEU table in the lobby for you to self-complete and 

submit. ISA CEU Codes will be available at the end of each session.
•	 NMASLA and SAF CEUs:  Attendance forms are available at the CEU table in the lobby for you to self 

complete and submit. CEU codes will be available through out the conference.
•	

Thursday Morning
07:00 – 08:00 Registration, Sponsor, and Partner Events
08:00 – 08:15 Opening Remarks and Announcements
08:15 – 09:15 Understanding why newly planted trees survive…and don’t survive

Dr. Gary Johnson, Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota
09:15 - 09:45 Break with 20-minute PNM demo
09:45 – 10:45 Electrical Hazards: The Arborist’s Sword of Damocles 

Dr. John Ball, Professor of Forestry, South Dakota State University
10:45 - 11:45 Integrated Pest Management for Urban Landscapes

Dr. Shaku Nair, Associate in Extension - Community Integrated Pest Manage-
ment, University of Arizona, Maricopa Agricultural Center

11:45 – 01:00 Lunch – outdoors demonstration, Stihl

Thursday Afternoon
01:00 – 02:00 Tougher Trees for a Tougher Climate in New Mexico

Ross Shrigley, Executive Director, Plant Select®
02:00 – 03:00 The Overlooked Hazards of Arboriculture: Pesticides, Poisonous Plants 

and Drugs
Dr. John Ball, Professor of Forestry, South Dakota State University

03:00 – 03:30 Networking Break
03:30 - 04:30 Street Tree Failures During Wind Loading Events: Impacts of Sidewalk 

Repairs, Tree Size, and Boulevard Width
Dr. Gary Johnson, Professor Emeritus, Urban and Community Forestry, Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Department of Forest Resources

04:30 - 04:45 Closing Remarks and Survey
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Friday Morning
07:00 – 08:00 Registration
08:00 – 08:05 Opening Remarks and Announcements
08:05 – 09:05 Good Health Grows on Trees

Dr. Kathleen Wolf, University of Washington, College of the Environment
09:05 - 09:35 Break with 20-minute Trees of Corrales demo
09:35 - 10:35 Branching Patterns & Shape: How Wood Forms

Dr. Matt Ritter, Professor, California Polytechnic State University
10:35 - 11:35 A Deeper Dive into Nature & Health: Mental Health & Environmental      

Equity
Dr. Kathleen Wolf, University of Washington, College of the Environment

11:35 – 01:00 Lunch – outdoors demonstration, Stihl

Friday Afternoon
01:00 - 02:30 Preparing the Urban Forest Insect and Disease Threat Response Guide 

for Arizona and New Mexico
Ann Audrey, Environmental Consultant, University of Arizona

02:30 – 03:00 Networking Break
03:00 - 04:00 Water in Trees: Photosynthesis, Respiration, and Stress

Dr. Matt Ritter, Professor, California Polytechnic State University
04:00 - 04:30 Closing Remarks, Drawing, and Survey
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Dr. John Ball, Professor & Extension Forestry Specialist at South Dakota State University & South 
Dakota Department of Agriculture Forest Health Specialist

John Ball is currently a Professor of Forestry at South Dakota State University in Brookings, SD, and 
serves as a campus arborist for the University and as the Forest Health Specialist for the South Dakota 
Department of Agriculture. He received the Malo Teaching Excellence Award in 2018 for his dedication to 
student learning. One of his primary research interests is tree worker safety. Dr. Ball obtained his Ph.D. 
and M.S. in Forestry from Michigan State University and a B.S. in Forestry from Michigan Technological 
University. Dr. Ball is also on the Safety Committee for the Tree Care Industry Association.

Dr. Kathleen Wolf, University of Washington, College of the Environment

Dr. Kathleen Wolf is a Research Social Scientist with the College of the Environment, University of 
Washington, and also partners with the USDA Forest Service on urban ecosystems projects. Kathy’s 
studies are based on the principles of environmental psychology; her professional mission is to discover, 
understand and communicate human behavior and benefits, as people experience nature in cities and 
towns. She is also interested in how scientific information can be integrated into local government policy 
and planning. An overview of Dr. Wolf’s research programs can be found at www.naturewithin.info; 
additional research findings on Green Cities: Good Health: www.greenhealth.washington.edu

Dr. Matt Ritter, Professor, Biology Department at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

Dr. Matt Ritter grew up in rural Mendocino County, California. After earning a bachelor’s degree in 
microbiology from U.C. Santa Barbara, he attended U.C. San Diego for a Ph.D. in plant biology. He’s 
a botany professor in the Biological Sciences Department at Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo, California, 
where he lives with his wife and two children. He’s the author of several books, including a new guide to 
California’s flora, California Plants: A Guide to our Iconic Flora (www.pacificstreetpublishing.com). He also 
wrote the funniest and best-selling guide to California’s urban forest, A Californian’s Guide to the Trees 
among Us (Heyday, 2011). His writing has appeared in several magazines, including a regular column 
on tree diversity in Pacific Horticulture. He won the Cal Poly’s Distinguished Teaching Award and the 
Western Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture Award for Excellence in Education. He is the 
California Coordinator of the American Forests Big Tree Registry, which studies California’s native plants, 
and trees that escape cultivation, particularly Eucalyptus. He’s an avid woodworker, mason, and gardener.

Dr. Gary Johnson, Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota

Gary Johnson has been on the faculty of the University of Minnesota’s Department of Forest Resources 
since 1992, currently as Professor Emeritus. His research has focused on tree health management, 
impacts of planting practices and tree production on long-term health, and tree failures during wind 
loading events. Prior to Minnesota, he was on the faculties of the Universities of New Hampshire and 
Maryland. He has over 10 years as a seasonal nursery worker and more than 20 years as a practicing 
and consulting arborist.
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Dr. Ross Shrigley, Executive Director, Plant Select®

Plant Select® is a nonprofit collaboration of Colorado State University, Denver Botanic Gardens, and 
professional horticulturists. Our mission is to seek out and distribute the very best plants for landscapes 
and gardens from the intermountain region to the high plains and beyond. Plant Select® is the country’s 
leading brand of plants designed to thrive in high plains and intermountain regions, offering plants that 
provide more beauty with less work so gardeners of all levels can achieve smart, stunning, and successful 
gardens using fewer resources and with a more positive environmental impact.

Plant Select’s goal is to create smart plant choices for a new American Landscape inspired by the 
Rocky Mountain Region. Plants chosen for the program exhibit these eight attributes: flourish with less 
water, thrive in a broad range of conditions, reliably habitat-friendly, proven to be tough and resilient in 
challenging climates, one of a kind/unique, resist disease & insects, offer long-lasting beauty, and are 
non-invasive.

Dr. Shaku Nair, Associate in Extension - Community Integrated Pest Management, University of 
Arizona, Maricopa Agricultural Center                        

Dr. Shaku Nair is an entomologist by passion and profession, and a strong advocate of integrated 
pest management (IPM) to manage pests in any situation. She has expertise in IPM in natural and 
structural environments. Her primary responsibilities include translational research on pest management 
and community education, and facilitating IPM implementation and adoption in different community 
environments in Arizona such as schools, housing, turf and landscape, recreational areas and medical 
facilities. Shaku currently is an Associate in Extension, Community IPM at the Arizona Pest Management 
Center, University of Arizona.

Ann Audrey, Environmental Consultant, MS Hydrology and Water Resources, MS Nutritional 
Biochemistry, University of Arizona

Ann Audrey is an environmental consultant working in the fields of urban tree management, rainwater 
harvesting, and sustainable design. She edited the 350-page American Rainwater Catchment Systems 
Association (ARCSA) Rainwater Harvesting Manual, which is used throughout the US to train rainwater 
harvesting professionals. Additional projects include developing guidance on expanding the use of native 
and cultivated fruit and nut trees in Arizona through the LEAF Network (Linking Edible Arizona Forests), 
preparing water harvesting guidance for urban forests around Arizona, and developing best practices to 
increase the use of native trees to improve urban forest resilience in Tucson. She is currently managing a 
project to develop a response guide to insect and disease threats in the urban forests of Arizona and New 
Mexico.
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Thursday, February 10th 

08:15 – 09:15	 “Understanding why newly planted trees survive…and don’t survive”, 
Dr. Gary Johnson, Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota - Based on the recently published research 
that Dan Wattenhofer and I conducted, the major factors affecting first-year survival of planted trees will be 
examined, including tree species, who planted the trees (e.g. professionals, vs municipal employees, vs 
volunteers), nursery stock type (bare-root, containerized, balled and burlapped), and water management. 
Each factor can be managed to increase tree establishment beyond the initial transplant shock phase.

09:45 – 10:45	 “Electrical Hazards: The Arborist’s Sword of Damocles”, Dr. John Ball, Professor of 
Forestry, South Dakota State University - Our Sword of Damocles, a reminder of danger from above, is 
not a sword held by horsehair, but an overhead power line (OHPL). They are almost always present in 
our everyday work and present a significant hazard. This session will cover 1) the most common incidents 
associated with OHPLs, 2) the requirements to work in the vicinity of OHPLs and 3) why arborists may not 
work within 10 feet of OHPLs.

10:45 - 11:45	 “Integrated Pest Management for Urban Landscapes”, Dr. Shaku Nair, Associate in 
Extension - Community Integrated Pest Management, University of Arizona, Maricopa Agricultural Center - 
Landscape pests include insects, pathogens, weeds and wildlife that affect trees, as well as structural pests 
that can be found in or around buildings and are supported by human activity, such as rodents. Integrated 
pest management or IPM is a holistic approach to pest management that seeks to manage pests effectively 
with the least risk to people, property and the environment. IPM does not aim to eliminate all pests, but 
maintain a balanced system where pest levels can be tolerated with minimal intervention. This talk will 
cover some practices essential to a landscape IPM program, and give examples of IPM strategies for 
selected landscape pests.

01:00 - 02:00	 “Tougher Trees for a Tougher Climate in New Mexico”, Ross Shrigley, Executive 
Director, Plant Select® - With the encroachment of insects and diseases, it seems our tree palette is 
shrinking, but Plant Select® is working to bring climate-ready trees to the market. Plant Select’s goal is to 
create smart plant choices for a new American Landscape inspired by the Rocky Mountain Region. Plants 
chosen for the program exhibit these eight attributes: flourish with less water, thrive in a broad range of 
conditions, reliably habitat-friendly, proven to be tough and resilient in challenging climates, one of a kind/
unique, resist disease & insects, offer long-lasting beauty, and are non-invasive.

02:00 - 03:00	 “The Overlooked Hazards of Arboriculture: Pesticides, Poisonous Plants and 
Drugs”, Dr. John Ball, Professor of Forestry, South Dakota State University - When we think of arborist 
injuries, we think of being struck by falling trees, falling from trees, and contact with conductors. But there 
are also medical conditions that arise from exposure to pesticides, plants, and drugs. This session will 
cover the requirements for safe pesticide use (PPE, mixing, and application), identification and treatments 
for exposure to poisonous plants and debris, and an increasing hazard – drug addiction.

03:30 - 04:30	 “Street Tree Failures During Wind Loading Events: Impacts of Sidewalk Repairs, 
Tree Size, and Boulevard Width”, Dr. Gary Johnson, Professor Emeritus, Urban and Community Forestry, 
University of Minnesota, Department of Forest Resources - Based on research published in 2019, we 
thoroughly examined the factors that affected the failures (windthrow, breaking at ground line) of street 
trees during wind loading events in the upper Midwest. Specific attention will be given to the effects of 
sidewalk repair, species, tree size, and width of boulevards. Knowledge of these factors should affect future 
street tree designs and tree preservation after sidewalk repairs or replacements.



February 10 & 11, 2022 19

www.thinktreesnm.org

36th Annual Think Trees New Mexico Conference
Pr

es
en

ta
tio

n 
Su

m
m

ar
ie

s 

Friday, February 11th 

08:05 – 09:05	 “Good Health Grows on Trees”, Dr. Kathleen Wolf, University of Washington, College of 
the Environment - An overview of the latest research about nearby nature experiences and human health 
with a focus on urban forestry, versus broader urban greening (e.g. parks, streetscapes, etc.) to establish 
important talking points when engaging with clients, city residents or officials that make key decisions that 
affect urban forestry in communities. Themes include the cost and quality of life burden of disease in the 
U.S. and N.M.; how the urban forest serves as a social determinant of health to improve public health; and 
the economics of trees and human benefits.

09:35 – 10:35	 “Branching Patterns & Shape: How Wood Forms”, Dr. Matt Ritter, Professor, California 
Polytechnic State University - Flowering trees and conifers form wood and support branches in different 
ways. Leaves are not borne on all trees in the same way. Genetically determined characteristics in trees can 
help us identify, plant, prune and maintain them properly. If we know a tree’s biology, we can predict what to 
expect as it matures.

10:35 – 11:35	 “A Deeper Dive into Nature & Health: Mental Health & Environmental Equity”, Dr. 
Kathleen Wolf, University of Washington, College of the Environment - Themes for this session include 
green space & physical activity and disparities in parks/trees distribution and environmental equity.

01:00 - 02:30	 “Preparing the Urban Forest Insect and Disease Threat Response Guide for Arizona 
and New Mexico”, Ann Audrey, Environmental Consultant, University of Arizona - The Urban Forest Insect 
and Disease Threat Response Guide for Arizona and New Mexico (Guide) is being prepared under the 
supervision of the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management in coordination with New Mexico 
State Forestry. This presentation describes the procedures being used to identify, research, prioritize and 
prepare response guidance on current and emerging threats to urban forests in Arizona and New Mexico 
including environmental conditions impacting urban trees.

Detailed lists of tree species/genera have been compiled for urban areas of New Mexico and Arizona, along 
with compilations of threats posed by insects, diseases, plant parasites, other organisms, and environmental 
conditions. User-friendly tools have been developed to assist users to quickly identify the range of tree 
threats that may be impacting a tree based on tree condition and symptoms. In turn, users will be able to 
access efficiently designed two-page summaries of each major urban tree threat to see photos of threat 
organisms and tree impacts plus information on symptoms, geographical distribution, threat severity, 
affected tree species, disease processes, and the range of treatment strategies that are available including 
environmental control, biological control, chemical treatment and/or mechanical management.

Attendees will be given a survey during this presentation to provide their input on the compiled New Mexico 
urban tree list, the compiled threat list, and the design of user-friendly tools for identifying threats and 
selecting appropriate treatments. Information compiled from these surveys will be used to prioritize the New 
Mexico tree species and urban tree threats addressed in the Guide, the project database, and the project 
website.

03:00 - 04:00	 “Water in Trees: Photosynthesis, Respiration, and Stress”, Dr. Matt Ritter, Professor, 
California Polytechnic State University - Water can move three-hundred feet up to the top of the tallest 
trees, yet the trees don’t burn a single molecule of energy doing so. In this session, we’ll learn how trees 
transport water, use it for photosynthesis and respiration, and how these mechanisms are affected by water 
shortages.
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Think Trees New Mexico was organized by local tree care professionals to seek out the 
best in arboriculture and bring it to New Mexico. Think Trees New Mexico is your tree 
care resource for professional growth and development. The Board of Think Trees thanks 
you for attending, and we hope you enjoy the conference!

Think Trees New Mexico is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to promoting 
education, training, and appreciation of arboriculture and horticulture throughout New 
Mexico and across the Southwest. Our annual conference in Albuquerque, NM provides 
training to green industry professionals of New Mexico and surrounding states. We have 
hosted this conference since 1986 with an all-volunteer board of committed tree industry 
members and supporters.

Please Join Us
We feel anyone who has a passion for trees and our communities can add to our mis-
sion and planning the next Think Trees Conference. We need your help. We invite you 
to join our network of dedicated professionals and participate in the organization and 
presentation of future Think Trees conferences and our other outreach activities. Think 
Trees  meets almost every 1st Wednesday of the month at the Bernalillo County Exten-
sion Service office at 1510 Menaul Blvd NW at 4:00 p.m. Join the team! Please email us 
at thinktreesnm@gmail.com or contact a board member with your thoughts and how you 
can participate.

Sponsor Endorsement 
Statement
The Think Trees board of directors 
want to express our appreciation to 
our sponsors and vendors for their 
support. Their support helps keep the 
registration fees low, while providing 
us the opportunity to present a quality 
program.  Please note that becoming a 
sponsor does not indicate the board’s 
endorsement of products or companies 
represented.  We wish to express our 
appreciation to our sponsors and 
vendors for supporting the Think Trees 
Conference.
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Rehm’s Nursery & Garden Center
5801 Lomas Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
505.266.5978

Osuna Nursery
501 Osuna Rd
Albuquerque, NM 87113
505.345.6644
www.osunanursery.com

Plants of the Southwest
6680 4th St NW,
Albuquerque NM 87107
3095 Agua Fria Rd
Santa Fe NM 87507
ABQ: 505.344.8830
SF: 505.438.8888
www.plantsofthesouthwest.com

Alameda Greenhouse
9515-B 4th Street NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.898.3562
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Jackalope
www.jackalope.com
2820 Cerrillos Rd.
Santa Fe, NM 87507
505.471.8539
6400 San Mateo Blvd, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505.349.0955

Jericho Nursery
www.jerichonursery.com
101 Alameda Blvd NW
Albuquerque, NM  87114
505.899.7555

Albuquerque Water Gardens
1800 Candelaria NW
Albuquerque NM 87107
9AM - 5PM Monday - Saturday
505.246.8278
www.albuquerquewatergardens.com

Mud Monsters
5101 Edith Blvd. NE
Albuquerque NM 87107
Mon-Fri 8AM-5PM
505.217.2856
www.mudmonsters.com

Bryan Suhr, Consulting Arborist

Bryan Suhr, RM-0111 BUM, ISA
Dodie Suhr,  RM-2153 A , ISA

We have the training and 
experience to help manage the 
safety, health, and preservation of 
important trees in the landscape. 
Over fifty years caring for NM trees. 

505 898-2130 • bsuhr@unm.edu
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The following businesses and organizations 
provide year-round support to Think Trees 
New Mexico, by providing the time to their 
employees to participate actively on the Board.  
We appreciate their commitment to the tree 
care profession and their leadership and 
investment in New Mexico.

Thank Y ou !Thank Y ou !
Village 
Arborist


